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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

THE YEAR OF “RE:”- RE:Creating 

“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new crea-
tion. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from 
God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us 
this task of reconciling people to him.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

So now that the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the 
RE:Fomation is over, now what? For a year now, we have been introduc-
ing, celebrating, and informing a year of RE.  It is an attempt to continue 
to put in front of all of us that our RE:Formation roots started in Christ, not 
in Luther.  Our Final theme for this Year of RE: is RE:Creating.   

This RE:Creating is part of our baptismal heritage.  As the Apostle Paul said 
elsewhere: “When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into 
his death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  We 
are constantly dying to self and living in Christ.  It connects with why we 
are always RE:Forming how and what we do as the people of God. 

RE:Creating is the core value of God, God’s mission is to bring life out of 
death.  A big picture look at scripture from beginning to end, God is  
constantly RE:Creating, making all things new (Isaiah 43 & 65, Revelation 
21, Ephesians 2 & 4, Hebrews 8...).  If we are a new creation, if God is  
doing something new in us each day, if we hold true to the promise of the 
resurrection, if God truly does bring life out of death, if these things are 
true, then we have it in us to produce a movement that changes the world.   

The theologian Phyllis Tickle said that in modern history reformation move-
ments happen about every 500 years.  It looks like we are primed and 
ready for a new one.  It will take more than a year of RE: to accomplish 
changing the world. It took more than one reformer (Luther) and it will 
take a movement of people so in tune with the life-changing ability of 
Christ, through the power of resurrecting life out of death, to transform the 
world around them.  And this task is not work. After all, RE:Creating can 
be called RE:Creation.  

— Pastor Andy 
 

Gathered together by God, to Grow and Go Out! 
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‘DUTY AND DELIGHT’ SUNDAY IS COMING: NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give 
to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to 
help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God, by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes. 

Our congregation’s stewardship team has selected the Duty and Delight Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to 
teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

Duty and Delight Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spir-
itual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a 
social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an 
act of discipleship. Duty and Delight Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in  
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  

During morning worship on Duty and Delight Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their  
financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and 
around the world. 

Every member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Duty 
and Delight Sunday. However, we also urge people to attend who feel opposed to completing a card. The process is 
done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning  
worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration,  
climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of  
worship. 

We will encourage participation in Duty and Delight Sunday events through the 
Duty and Delight Sunday team members. Since we will make no follow-up visits 
to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform and 
inspire everyone to attend Duty and Delight Sunday worship. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Duty and Delight  
Sunday events. 

Jim Plaster 
Church Council President 

What percentage 
of my income is 
God calling me  

to give? 

Pastor Andy will host open office hours on Wednesdays 
from 9:00—11:30 a.m. at Roots Café in downtown 
Waukesha, located at 363 West Main Street. 

Please drop by to say hello, ask any pressing questions, 
have a cup of coffee, or simply check in. 

RUTH CIRCLE 

Ruth Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 8 at 
1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in 
joining our group, please come.  All are welcome!  We 
are currently reading “Moments of Grace for a Woman’s 
Heart” by Elizabeth George.   

Any questions, please contact Carole Wolter at #262-
542-8807.   
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ST. MARK’S SENIOR CONNECTION 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER 
Portrayed by Historian David Wiedenkeller 

Tuesday, November 14 
11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

— LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED —  
Experience the life of this fascinating man, one of the 
most influential reformers of the early Catholic church.  
Come and listen as he tells about his life from Catholic 
Friar to the father of the Lutheran Church.   

Hear his thoughts on the purpose of God in the lives  
of Christians.  He will discuss many works of his life, 
including his major work involving translation of the  
Holy Bible.   

Everyone is welcome, so invite your friends and neigh-
bors to this special program.   

Questions or need a ride? Contact Rockie Matson at 
#262-549-9192 or matsonret@att.net.  

ST. MARK’S CUP OF COMFORT CAFÉ 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. 
Upstairs Lounge Room  (South Hallway) 

You are welcome to meet with this group to ease your 
heart and strengthen your spirit — through prayer, 
God’s word, sharing, music, hugs, and coffee! 

If you have a need, we hope to welcome you to this  
circle of caring!  If you have any questions, please call 
Anne Link at #262-542-6517. 
 

“For the Lord comforts His people and will have  
compassion on all his afflicted ones.”  Isaiah 49 

Funerals 

The comfort of Jesus is shared with our members and 
their families who lost loved ones: 

 The family of Donald Sheskey 

 The family of Joanne Dobbeck  

Special Gifts 

Special gifts were given this month to help support the 
ministries of St. Mark’s by: Coffee Hour, George Markle, 
Earline Holluab, Sharon Rand, Jim Plaster, James &  
Bernie Dresdow, Larry Szwalkiewicz, and Ruth Circle.     

Memorials 

In Memory of Joanne Dobbeck (Hepp): Stonebrook 
Church, Maxine Minch, Marian Bannantine  

Lookout Mailing 

Thank you to the following 
volunteers: 
Mary Jo Christensen,  
Roger & Darlene Bjerke,  
Delores Grulke, and  
Barb Ruhe 

NOMINATING TEAM 

There are 7 positions to be filled on Church Council and 
4 or 5 on the nominating team. As of October 19, 2017 
the Nominating team has nominated 6 people for seats 
on Council. Additionally, 3 people have accepted the 
nomination for the nominating team — we are in need 
of 1 or 2 more people. We will announce all of these 
names when the ballots are filled.  

While we have given a great deal of thought and discus-
sion about this process, we always welcome your input 
and willingness to step forward.  We would love to hear 
from you.  

Lynn Delzer, Terry Inman, Mavis McGrath, Larry Nines 
Nominating Team 
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Sharing Our Bounty 
From Deacon Marcia Marquardt 

Isaiah 6:8  Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should 
I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for 
us?”  I said, “Here I am. Send me.” 

Dear St. Mark’s Family and Friends, 

The ELCA is changing the terminology for people, like 
me, who are called to faith and service in Christ. Several 
categories for these ministers, like Deaconesses and 
Associates in Ministry, are being gathered together  
under the designation “Deacon.”  So, I will be changing 
my title from Deaconess to Deacon.   

The title change doesn’t change the work and calling 
God has given to me.  As a teen, I sensed God calling 
me to help people get to know him and help the church 
follow him.  I received an undergraduate degree in  
Theology from Valparaiso University and was trained 
and consecrated for Ministry in Word and Service by the 
Lutheran Deaconess Association there.  God has been 
shaping me and strengthening my reliance on him ever 
since, as he has called me to serve in several different 
congregations over the years.  And I’m loving the  
ministry and work we are doing together for God here  
at St. Mark’s. 

God calls all of us to follow and serve him.  We may 
work in different places and have different vocations, 
but God calls each one of us to step out and follow him.  
As he calls us, he also equips us to do the endeavor  
before us.  What is he calling you to do today?  How will 
you rely on him to take that step?   

God, you are right here with us.  Show us what it is you 
have in mind for us to do today. Give us courage to  
follow you.  Amen! 

As always, I’d love to get to know you better.  Stop me 
at church or contact me to sit down for a conversation.   

In His Service, 

Marcia 

NOVEMBER—THANKSGIVING FOODS 

The Lord has given us so many blessings, let’s share 
what we have with those who are less fortunate.    

Thanksgiving foods, plus any and all other food, is 
greatly needed by the Food Pantry and Salvation  
Army.  Our baskets are next to the elevator – let’s fill 
them to overflowing!   

We will be delivering on the Monday 
before Thanksgiving.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

“RESTORE & RENEW” 

This is the theme of the Sanctuary Needs Team pro-
posal that will be brought before the congregation for a 
vote at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 19. 

Prior to the Annual Meeting, there will be two Infor-
mational Meetings on Sunday, November 5 at 
11:00 a.m., and on Wednesday, November 8 at 
7:40 p.m..  Everyone is invited to come and hear about 
this exciting project, and to ask questions. 

This proposal addresses the primary issues that the 
congregation has identified over the past three years as 
vital to enhancing our worship space and services.  New 
lighting, updated audio/visual and new flooring were the 
primary needs that were researched and received esti-
mates.  Like any home improvement project, the scope 
expanded as other possibilities presented themselves.  
Moveable seating, handicap accessibility, and raising the 
Narthex ceiling to make the entrance more welcoming, 
are several ideas that have been included. 

It’s been thirty-five years since the Sanctuary addition 
was built.  However, there have not been any updates 
since then.  It’s time to “Restore & Renew”, so that our 
outer image matches our inner spirit! 

Grateful for your support,  The Sanctuary Needs Team 

RESTORE & RENEW 
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CHRISTMAS FLUTE CHOIR 

If you are interested in playing in this year's Christmas 
Flute Choir, the event will take place on December 
3rd with a few rehearsals in the Fall. We are hoping to 
add more new faces this year! Please see Jen for more 
details.  

 
 
 

Hope Center 19th Annual 
HOPE Thanksgiving Dinner and Auction 

 
Thursday November 16, 2017 

Country Springs Hotel 
2810 Golf Rd, Pewaukee, WI 

5 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
 

We need your help! This year, the Hope Center has  
experienced an ever increasing number of clients  
coming to us for help.  

To that end, each year the Hope Center holds its annual 
Hope Thanksgiving Dinner and Auction, which is a fund-
raiser for Hope Center programs that help the less for-
tunate in Waukesha County. The event, which is held at 
the Country Springs Hotel in Pewaukee, begins with a 
silent auction during the social hour. Attendees bid on a 
multitude of very nice items donated by our generous 
sponsors. Next is a wonderful dinner followed by delec-
table desserts. Then, the real fun begins! The live auc-
tion kicks off and the room comes alive! Donations of all 
sizes fill the room. 

There are several ways that you can help. 

 Purchase reservations for $85 per person or $850 
for a table of 10.  

 We rely on member congregations for baskets for 
our silent auction.  Please consider getting a group 
together and donate a basket. 

 No donation is too small. It takes as little as $3.33 
to provide one meal and every penny makes a dif-
ference.  

Register or sign up for a donation online at 
www.hopecenterwi.org/events.html.  For more infor-
mation contact Laurie Hogeland at 262.549.8726 or  
lhogeland@hopecenterwi.org. 

P.S.  This year we are excited to announce that the 
Great Gatsby himself may be in attendance!  So if you 
are so inclined, feel free to wear 1920’s apparel and join 
in the fun! 

LUTHER MANOR LOVE LIGHTS 

Honor your loved ones this  
Christmas by purchasing a light 
($5 each) or a strand of lights 
($100) for the Luther Manor Love 
Lights Christmas tree.  Details are 
available in the narthex. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

The Men’s Breakfast in November will be held on  
Saturday, November 11 at 8:00 a.m.   

All men are invited and welcome to join us for food and 
fellowship.  We hope to see you there! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

There are two options for the Blue Christmas Service 
this year—mark your calendar today: 

Sunday, December 3 at 4:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 4 at 11:30 a.m.   
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ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE! 
Are you interested in the convenience of online giving 
for your church contributions?  We have begun using 
our new church management software and it’s easier 
than ever to begin!   

You are able to have your contributions taken directly 
from your bank account or credit card on an ongoing or 
individual basis.   

Please contact our church administrator, Nancy  
Mitchell, for details.  She will send an email to you  
explaining the process and it will include a link to take  
advantage of this convenient giving program.  Nancy 
can be reached at info@welcome2stmarks.com or  
via phone at 262-547-8213. 

TREASURER’S REPORT— THRU SEP 30 
Total Income Year-to-Date $179,298 
Total Expense Year-to-Date   -211,046 

      Net       $(31,748) 

As we are now in the final few months of the year, 
please consider catching up on this year’s commitment, 
or giving a little extra to help equalize our receipts with 
our spending for God's good—”many hands make light 
work”. 

Be strong in your faith and good stewards with what 
God has entrusted to you.   

Tom Beranek, Treasurer 

CANDY TITHING 
Halloween and All Saints Day is almost here and that 
means that kids will be inundated with an abundance of 
candy.  We are again asking our youth to tithe (offer 
10% back) their candy in an offering on Sunday,  
November 5.   

BIBLE STUDY: 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Dig into the worship Scriptures for the upcoming Sunday 
and apply principles to your life.  There are TWO  
options: 

Wednesdays at 3:30-5:00 p.m.  OR 

 Thursdays at 10:00-11:30 a.m.   

Please note that there is NO Bible Study on  
Wed. Nov. 22 and Thur. Nov. 23. 

Each week Marcia Marquardt offers some background 
information to help the group understand what is hap-
pening in the text.  She asks questions that lead into 
discussion to discover and apply principles for living.  No 
Bible experience necessary!  Some people are quiet and 
some discuss.  Some come every week and some come 
when they can.  All are welcome!  
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Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor Of/Memory Of: _______________________________________________________________ 

Date Medium $15 Each Large $25 Each  Date Medium $15 Each Large $25 Each 

Dec. 3  

(Due Nov. 12) 
_____ Medium Red _____ Large Red 

 Dec. 24 AM 

(Due Nov. 29)   
_____ Medium Red _____ Large Red 

_____ Medium White _____ Large White  _____ Medium White _____ Large White 

Dec. 10  

(Due Nov. 12) 
_____ Medium Red _____ Large Red 

 Dec. 24 PM 

(Due Nov. 29) 
_____ Medium Red _____ Large Red 

_____ Medium White _____ Large White  _____ Medium White _____ Large White 

Dec. 17  

(Due Nov. 29) 
_____ Medium Red _____ Large Red  _____ Medium Red _____ Large Red 

_____ Medium White _____ Large White  _____ Medium White _____ Large White 

TOTAL DUE TO ST. MARK’S IN CASH OR CHECK: (# of Medium ____ x $15)  + (# of Large ____ x $25)  = $ _________   

Place form and money either in the offering plate or drop off at church office. 
Your plants will be labeled and available to take home after worship on the date(s) selected. 

Dec. 25  

(Due Nov. 29) 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA  
ORDER FORM 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

We are doing something new this year.  Similar to Easter, you can now help decorate the sanctuary and decorate 
your own home at the same time.  It is a nice way to honor loved ones at Christmas! 

There are many options for dates throughout Advent and Christmas Eve/Day services.  Please see the form below 
for details.  Your plants will be labeled and available to take home after worship on the date(s) you select. 

Note that plant orders for December 3 and 10 are due November 12.  All other orders are due November 29.  

ANNUAL MEETING 

Mark your calendars!  Our Annual Meeting for St. Mark’s 
will be held on Sunday, November 19, after worship.   

PRAYER CHAIN 

Do you have a Prayer Chain request? Others will pray for 
you! Contact Sharon Collins at 262-385-7401 or email at 
prayerchain@welcome2stmarks.com. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC 

Nov 5  Alicia Storin and Rachael Charles  

Nov 12  Dan and Jamie 

Nov 19  Barb Geiger and Tim Milo 

Nov 26  Alicia Storin and Megan Buschkopf 

Dec 3  St. Mark’s Flute Choir 

Dec 10  Dan and Chad 

Dec 17  Erin Colgrove 

Dec 24 (am) Jen 

Dec 24 (pm) St. Mark’s Singers 


