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BACK TO SCHOOL—PART II 

“I’m Learnding” - Ralph Wiggum from the Simpson’s 

Learning is a lifelong event.  Whenever we think we are done or that we 

have graduated, we rub up against the reality that we are constantly  

learning.  Jesus was a prophet, a healer, a preacher, a servant, a savior—

but the activity Jesus engaged most was teaching.  In scripture, we often 

hear his followers refer to him as Rabboni or teacher.  Yet as a teacher,  

Jesus offered a different model. 

The greek word for disciple is mathetes. Literally translated it means  

learner.  As followers of Jesus, we are learners.  And we learn in three  

different ways: classroom/lecture, apprenticeship and immersion.  The first 

style is mainly a forum for passing on information.  Needless to say, this 

method is limited.  To become a plumber, this method of learning won’t 

work.  So, there are master plumbers.  They offer an apprenticeship to 

teach people how to be plumbers by doing the work, side-by-side.  They 

show them how to fix a pipe, then let them fix a sink.  The practice of  

learning through apprenticeship is about investment.  One person investing 

in another, teaching them what they know and how to do it.  The last way 

we are learners is through immersion.  This method is akin to wondering 

how my daughter Norah is stringing together full sentences at the age of 

three.  As a toddler, we didn’t send her to school to take a class and she 

didn’t seek out an apprentice program with her mom or me. It just  

happened, over time.  Immersion is about having access to the culture that 

you are hoping to shape you. Jesus immersed his disciples into a culture to 

shape their learning, so that one day they might become master disciples.  

What does this have to do with being a disciple?  Jesus commands us to 

make disciples, but we are not really sure how to do that.  The process for 

disciple-making is usually about the “classroom” kind of learning—trying to 

figure out the things in our head about what we say we believe.  It is infor-

mation driven.  And that is what I am “learnding”, to coin a phrase from 

Ralph Wiggum.  Being a follower of Jesus is about being a constant learner.  

If we hope to create a culture of discipling, we need to begin immersing 

people in a kind of culture where there is not just head knowledge, but  

apprenticeship and immersion opportunities.  Our confirmation students are 

taking a big leap this year in OIKOS, a faith formation process to help build 

an immersion culture in the homes of the people gathered as a family unit.  

I hope this begins a process of not only “head knowledge”, but one that sets 

up parents and children as future master disciples who will 

help others learn about their faith.  OIKOS is the word for 

home, and it is used in the New Testament as the place 

where discipleship flourishes. 

Pastor Andy 
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TREASURER’S REPORT— THRU AUG 31 

Total Income Year-to-Date $186,683 

Total Expense Year-to-Date   -167,725 

      Net—Praise the Lord!     $  18,958 

Mortgage Balance: $67,574 

“I want my life to make a difference!” is the  

stewardship theme for St. Mark’s for vision to 2014. 

For three Sundays (September 29, October 6 & 13), 

we will celebrate the difference we are making with 

our lives together as a congregation and give you the 

opportunity to determine the role you will play. 

Our journey culminates on Sunday, October 13, as 

all members will be given the opportunity to indicate 

how they will support St. Mark’s and its ministries for 

2014.  Please join us for these three important weeks.    

Stewardship Team—Don Neitzel, Larry Nines 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS 

Your voices have been heard!  

Thank you to everyone who  

attended the visioning meetings 

we recently had.  We have  

identified three areas that need 

more specific discussion on  

exactly HOW you want St. 

Mark’s to move forward.   

The areas include 1) worship and music, 2) our youth, 

and 3) commitment.   

We will be having town hall meetings on the following 

Mondays at 7 p.m. to discuss these topics in detail: 

• Monday, September 30—Worship & Music 

• Monday, October 7—Our Youth 

• Monday, October 14—Commitment 

Please plan on attending one or all of the meetings! 

TEACHING CHILDREN TO GIVE 

As we begin our stewardship campaign “I want my life 

to make a difference”, we often think giving is about 

money.  Children are not usually pulling in an income, 

and therefore we often don’t make a conscious effort 

to teach them to give.  Yet in the month of October 

our children bring in a great and mighty haul— 

of candy.  I encourage you to invite your children to 

tithe (offer 10%) their candy in worship on Sunday, 

November 3.  St. Mark’s will then distribute these 

candies within our partnership network in Waukesha, 

to children who do not have the cause or opportunity 

to go trick or treating.  It is one way to teach our  

children about giving and invite them to make a  

difference! 

RUTH CIRCLE 

Ruth Circle will meet October 9  

at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Deb Gerner is our hostess; Tammi 

Boehm will lead devotions; and 

Mavis McGrath will lead us in our 

book discussion.  We are reading 

the second chapter in Having a 

Mary Heart in a Martha World.   

Please let Deb know if you are 

coming. 
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OCTOBER—GREEN & GOLD! 

Our food baskets in October are designated as a 

GREEN AND GOLD ZONE (think Green Bay Packers!).   

Let’s donate yellow and green  

vegetables and fruits, as well  

as pasta (in green packages?),  

and any other items you  

would like to contribute,  

regardless of color.   

At the end of August, we delivered 13 bags of food  

to an almost empty Food Pantry and to the Salvation  

Army.  They continue to be very grateful.   

 

THANK YOU! 

FALL HIKE 

October 20 is the Fall hike at Lapham 

Peak State Park from 12:30 to 2:30 

p.m., rain or shine (but not sleet or 

other ugly weather).  

The cost to enter the park is $7 per 

vehicle or $3 for seniors 65 and older.  

We will meet at the Tower parking lot 

at 12:30 p.m. for a devotion.  There are several trails 

ranging from 1.8 miles to 7 miles.  The 1.8 mile Planta-

tion Path is wheelchair accessible.  Maps will be handed 

out at the Tower parking lot.  Dogs on leashes are  

welcome; be sure to bring your doggie clean-up bags.   

We will meet at the Tower picnic area after the hike.  

Bring a cooler with snacks or other goodies to enjoy.  

Sorry, dogs are not allowed at the picnic area.   

Come and enjoy God’s great outdoors at Lapham Peak!  

The park is located on County Hwy. C 1.75 miles north 

of Hwy. 18 or 3 miles south of I-94 (near Delafield).  

No sign-up needed, just show up!  See you there!   

Questions?  Contact Holly Ohm at 262-363-7483. 

ALTAR GUILD & MEN’S BREAKFAST  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth.  Genesis 1:1 

On Tuesday, October 15, Altar Guild members and 

the Saturday Men’s Breakfast group will visit the Retzer 

Nature Center and experience the wonders of the  

universe at the Charles Z. Horwitz Planetarium.  Car 

pool from the church parking lot at 10:30 a.m., or just 

meet at Retzer.  Planetarium show will be at 11:30 and 

cost of admission is $3.00.  A bag lunch afterward will 

be furnished by the Altar Guild.   

All are welcome. If you 

would like to join us, 

please sign up or call 

Betty or John Thompson 

at 547-1940.  

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

The City of Waukesha  

Christmas Parade is  

approaching quickly!  We 

intend to spread the Good 

News using M&M Fun Size 

candy packets, similar to last 

year.  Help us reach our goal of 2,500 packets for 

this year’s parade! 

Evangelism at Carroll University Community Fair! 



 welcome2stmarks.com Page 4 

HEALTH & CARING 

Coffee & Conversation for 

Caring Persons 

"How do I find someone to 

help me with....?"  

On Saturday, October 19, 

from 9:00—10:30 a.m., join 

caring members and friends 

for conversation in Fellowship Hall. Kris Lombardi will 

share how Interfaith Senior Programs can be of help 

to caregivers and their loved ones. Additionally, anyone 

who would like to share their time and talents can learn 

how to make that happen. Ask a friend to join you. 

Sign up at the kiosk in the back of church. 

Rockie Matson, Anne Link and Lynn Delzer 

A FIRESIDE CHRISTMAS 

If you have not registered 

for the “Fireside Christmas” 

on November 30 and would 

like to, please contact Holly 

Ohm at  262-363-7483  or 

262-844-3628.  Depending 

upon the number of people 

signed up, there may be  

another sign up in October.   

We will attend the Saturday 

matinee on November 30.  

The cost will be $65.95 for 

adults and $45.95 for  

children 14 and under.  The cost includes lunch and 

the show.  Arrival time at the Fireside is 10:30 a.m., 

lunch is at 11:15 a.m. and show time is 1:30 p.m.   

Travel will be on your own.   

The adult menu includes a shellfish appetizer, ham, 

scalloped potatoes, vegetable, pineapple pecan  

soufflé, coffee and tea.  The children’s menu includes 

a fruit cup appetizer, chicken strips, mac and cheese, 

green beans, corn, a chocolate sundae and soda or 

milk.  The Fireside accommodates food sensitivities.   

They will also be announcing anniversaries, birthdays 

50 & older and 18 & under.  Please notify Holly Ohm 

at least two weeks before the performance if menu 

changes need to be made or if you are celebrating a 

special event.  We have reserved 42 seats.  This is 

a  wonderful way to celebrate the true meaning of 

Christmas! 

Thank you to Dean & Jan Nimmo for the  

beautiful, hand-crafted plant stand! 

PRAYER SHAWL 

The Prayer Shawl group met 

September 9th and  

finished all of the prayer 

shawls for the Project to the 

North Pole.  We continue to 

make prayer shawls and 

prayer patches and would 

love to have you join us on 

the first Monday of the 

month at 7 p.m. in  

Fellowship Hall.   

We welcome all who knit and 

crochet.  Questions? Please 

contact Mary Jo Christensen. 

TRICK OR TREAT FUN at ST. MARK’S! 

From 6:00—8:00 p.m. on  

Thursday, October 31, 

we want to invite ALL of 

the boys and ghouls to St. 

Mark’s Fellowship Hall for 

some Halloween fun!   

We will have fun activities 

for the kids and plenty of 

treats and beverages.  

 Bring a friend or two! 
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FALL CLEAN-UP 

If you would like assistance with Fall clean-up and/or 

winterizing, please feel free to contact Mike Hamp  

(262-470-9038) or Lisa Garber (414-588-2077) or 

Eric Nekich (262-309-2810). 

It’s time for us to evaluate our mission statement.  Our 

mission statement is extremely important because it is 

the guide we use for making decisions at St. Mark’s. 

If you are interested in helping with this important  

endeavor, please contact Michelle Bonjean at  

262-549-5942 or michellerph@wi.rr.com.   

LUTHER LEAGUE AND HIS KIDS   

We have many opportunities for you this Fall!   

October 26th at Lutherdale 

Join us 7:45 a.m.—5ish for a day 

together on the ropes courses, 

climbing wall and zip line!  Can 

you climb the wall faster than  

Pastor Andy?  Cost is $20 and 

friends are welcome.  This event 

has a hard cut-off date of  

October 11.  No late sign-ups will 

be allowed.  Please contact Amy 

Hamp for more information.  

October 30 & 31 at St. Mark’s   

Set up and Halloween fun at St. Mark's.  Join us from  

7:00—8:00 p.m. on October 30 to set up Halloween 

fun and games for our members and community.  On  

Halloween, October 31, join us from 6:00—8:00 p.m. 

when all children are invited for fun and games.   

Contact Eric Nekich for more details.  

First 4 Saturdays of November  

Christmas Parade Float work days.  Watch sign-up 

sheets on the bulletin board outside the youth room for 

more information or contact Amy Hamp. 

November 24—Christmas Parade 

Join us in downtown Waukesha as our St. Mark's float 

cruises the parade route!  Watch sign-up sheets for 

more information or contact Amy Hamp.  

December 7—Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

Ring the bells from 10:00—11:00 a.m. 

Volunteer an hour of your time for this 

great cause!  Sign-up sheet located on the 

bulletin board outside the youth room.   

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR KIDS  

COMING YOUR WAY… 

JaM SESSIONS 

These events are geared for kids  

ages N-2 through 5th grade! 

JaM (Jesus and Me) sessions are fun-filled mornings  

at St. Mark’s where you can enjoy STORIES, CRAFTS, 

GAMES, FOOD AND FUN! JaM Sessions will take place 

on the days listed below from 9:30 a.m. to noon in 

Fellowship Hall.  

• Saturday, October 5: Fall Festival 

Come and learn about the various meanings of Fall.   

Not only will we make some Fall crafts to recognize 

the change in season, but we’ll also learn about  

Bible stories where “Fall” is recognized… (friends, 

nieces/nephews, grandchildren welcome too)! 

• Saturday, November 30: Awaiting Baby Jesus 

• Saturday, February 15: Jonah and the Big Fish 

• Saturday, April 5: Jesus Lives & the Season of Life 

Begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions or more information, contact Mary Jo 

Christensen (549-1775), Brenda Megna (352-1197)  

or Ginger Laveau (364-6161). 
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Lookout Mailing 
Thank you to the volunteers helping with the mailing:  

Mary Jo Christensen, Roger & Darlene Bjerke, Delores 

Grulke, Barb Ruhe 

Weddings 
Jenny Faber to Grant Sayler—September 21 

Funerals 
The comfort of Jesus is shared with our members and 

their families who lost loved ones: 

• Patricia Mather and family in the death of her  
husband, William Mather 
  

• Ken Ferch and family in the death of his mother, 
Jean Ferch 
 

Thank You Gifts 

In memory of George Fiebrink:  

Bob Solberg, Bobbie & Gary Cutlip, Donald & Carla 

Best, Laura Nelson, Carolyn Shepherd,  

Patricia Lawson 

Healing Hearts:  

Sharon Rand 

Sunday School:  

David & Kirsten Cerroni,  

Caroline Lussow 

Quilters: 

Kathleen Denning 

Picture above from Walk for Malaria—part of ‘God’s 

Work. Our Hands.’ at Frame Park. Several members 

from St. Mark’s and area congregations walked along 

the Fox River to raise funds and awareness.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Help Wanted: 

2nd & 3rd grade teachers,  

4th & 5th grade teachers 

Substitute teachers are always 

needed also.  Even if you have no 

children in Sunday School and have a 

desire to bring the Bible to the life of our children, 

please consider teaching in some way. 

Contact Tammi Boehm (262-662-5235) if you have any 

questions about what’s involved in teaching Sunday 

School.  Please consider what you can bring to the  

children of St. Mark’s! 

Children are  

always welcome  

in Sunday School!  

NO registration 

fee! 

HELP RECYCLE  

EYE GLASSES & HEARING AIDS 

Please consider collecting and 

bringing used eyeglasses and 

hearing aids to St. Mark’s for 

reuse by others who cannot  

afford or who do not have access 

to these essential needs.   

Look for the brightly colored donation container near 

the coat rack by the church office.  Thank you! 

QUILT SUNDAYQUILT SUNDAY  

Colorful quilts on display!Colorful quilts on display!  

Rescheduled for November 10thRescheduled for November 10th  
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GET TO KNOW YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL 

We are continuing to feature a brief bio on our council 

members—two at a time.  It’s a great way to get to 

know them better!     

NAME: Eric Nekich 

YEARS AT ST. MARK'S: 33 

COMMITTEES:  

Evangelism 

OTHER ST. MARK'S  

INVOLVEMENT:  

Teach Sunday School for  

6th, 7th, and 8th grades; 

Youth Advisor 

SERVICE YOU ATTEND?  

9:00 a.m. Service 

FAMILY LIFE:  

Married to Tara with two boys, Liam & Jackson 

PROFESSION: Quality Assurance 

HOBBIES: Painting, reading and gaming 

BEST VACATION: Disney World in 2012 

PETS: None 
 

NAME: Linda Singer 

YEARS AT ST. MARK'S: 24  

COMMITTEES:  

Worship & Music 

OTHER ST. MARK'S  

INVOLVEMENT: Council 

SERVICE YOU ATTEND?  

9:00 a.m. Service 

FAMILY LIFE:  

Husband Ron, son Brad, daughter-in-law Emily, 

son Andrew 

PROFESSION: Customer Service Representative at 

Aurora Healthcare 

HOBBIES: Crocheting, scrapbooking, gardening, 

cooking, and baking 

BEST VACATION: Disney World in 2001 

PETS: Bischon “Sadie” 

HEALING HEARTS  

PARTNERSHIP 

Council has recently approved a  

partnership with Healing Hearts in 

Waukesha.  This is an organization 

that helps children cope with the 

loss of a parent due to many different reasons—such 

as death, divorce, separation, military deployment or  

incarceration.  Please see info below for their Fall  

program.  

If you are interested in becoming a facilitator for the 

weekly meetings they offer, or are interested in help-

ing in other ways, please contact any Church Council 

member or Michelle Bonjean at 262-549-5942.   

GRIEF SUPPORT for Children, Teens & 

Families—REGISTER NOW! 

Healing Hearts Grief-Support Program: 

Losses due to death, divorce, separation, immigration, 

abandonment, military deployment, or incarceration 

Who:   Children & Teens (ages 4—18) 

 Adults (with children in the program) 

When: Monday evenings, 6:00—7:30 p.m. 

 October 14, 2013—January 13, 2014 

 (12 meetings with a short break for holidays) 

Where: First United Methodist Church 

 121 Wisconsin Avenue, Waukesha 

Cost: Free to all participants 

Also: Spanish-speaking families are welcome. 

 Free childcare for children younger than age 4 

How do I register? 

• Contact Program Director, Kathie Kress, at  

262-751-0874 or Administrative Assistant, Julie 

Mitchell at info.hhwc@gmail.com. Para ayuda en 

español pueden comunicarse con Gabriela E. al  

678-314-1815.  

• Download, complete and email or mail registration 

forms from www.healingheartsofwaukeshaco.org.  
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  SPECIAL MUSIC CALENDAR 
  

 Oct. 6 Children’s Choir 

Oct. 13 Katie L. & Jennifer 

Oct. 20 Dan T. & Pastor Andy 

Oct. 27 Adult Choir 

Nov. 3 Children’s Choir 

Nov. 10 Julia M. & Jennifer 

Nov. 17 Praise Singers 

Nov. 24 Adult Choir 

WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER! 


