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This Christmas will be like no other. Of course, the very first Christmas was
like no other. As I reflect on the circumstances of Christ’s birth and our
present circumstances as a nation and a world, it comforts me to find the
cross in the cradle. I have offered the blazing theological insight that
Christmas is Easter and Easter is Christmas. Meaning that God’s
incarnational presence in the Christ child leads to the world’s redemption
and salvation found in the empty tomb. So it is that the birth of Jesus,
Immanuel, is set on a journey in difficult circumstances. The manger offers
a tough reality for a family on the go. Jesus is not born surrounded by
family and friends. He is not celebrated by dignitaries and kings. Instead,
his birth is signaled by stars in the sky and animals of lowly stature. The
people who come to witness his birth are shepherds who were often
despised and not known for their character. The importance of that night
was lacking pageantry and tradition. Yet, in its simplicity, hope was given in
difficult circumstances.
Charles M. Shultz knew something about recreating the simplicity of the
Christ child coming into our midst. In the 1965 movie, A Charlie Brown
Christmas, Charlie Brown and the gang are charged with telling the Christmas story. Lacking its own pageantry, the story gets stripped down to its
simplicity. When the chaos reaches its peak, Linus, the most vulnerable
character among the whole gang, recites the passage of Luke:
"for behold, I bring unto you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
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This story brings hope to a world in deep need of hope. When we see the
cross in the cradle, we see hope for the world, that 'the suffering of this
present age will not compare to the glories about to be received.’ (Romans
8:18) Finding the cross in the cradle means that we know that God has
seen the worst the world has to offer and overcome it, this hope does not
disappoint us. (Romans 5:5) This Christmas will be like no other, but its
celebration might mean more than ever.
— Pastor Andy

Gathered together by God, to Grow and Go Out!

We are planning events in hopes that we will be able to gather together in person as a community.
Please check for current and updated information on all events and activities through the church’s
Facebook page (St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church), website (welcome2stmarks.com),
and office email (welcome2stmarks@gmail.com) or phone (262-547-8213) and leave a message.

Sharing Our Bounty
“Fear not, for I am with you.” Matthew 28

December
Our thoughts are on Baby Jesus and our thoughts can
be on feeding our babies: let's donate BABY FOODS
and fill our baskets for the Food
Pantry and Salvation Army. The
recipients will be very grateful.

January
A bowl of soup is comforting on a
cold winter night. SOUP and CRACKERS will be
greatly appreciated by the Food Pantry and Salvation
Army - let's try to fill our baskets to
overflowing.
Thank you for sharing
your blessings with our
neighbors.

During these days of isolation and fear please consider
attending this group of fellow Christians for support and
comfort. Through music, scripture, sharing, prayer and
listening we offer God’s gifts of balm for your heart and
peace for your mind.
We are blessed to be able to meet in the fellowship hall
of St. Mark’s. We meet the second Thursday of each
month. To keep everyone safe we are required to wear
masks, bring our own beverage, and practice social
distancing. Hand sanitizer is always available. Please
enter the church at the lower entrance.
Our Next Gathering is:
Thursday, January 14th, 2021
10:00 am
On December 8, 2020, we encourage you to participate
in the BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE that will be live
streamed on Facebook. See the details in this Lookout.
If you have any questions or concerns about attending
one of our gatherings, please call me, I would be happy
to share with you. Anne Link 414-379-4619
*ALL ARE WELCOME*

Operation Christmas
For many years, we have decorated a
mitten tree and gathered gifts for the
needy children of Waukesha County.
Due to Covid-19 in 2020, we will not be
able to hold our annual toy shop for
Waukesha Christmas Council. No
mittens, hats or warm scarves or
wonderful toys will be collected. If you
have already gathered some, please put them in our
blessing box or save for next year.
Instead, please consider the following:
1. Sponsor children, this is the best way to further our
mission.
2. Donate gift cards, these will be given to families who
would have come to the toy shop
3. Donating cash.
We expect even more families will require help in 2020.
Thank you for caring and sharing the magic of
Christmas.
Waukesha County Christmas Clearing Council
http://www.christmasclearingcouncil.org
For questions, please contact Mary Jo Christensen at
mjchristensen1958@wi.rr.com
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Men’s Breakfast
The St. Marks men's breakfast
group will not meet in December
or January. If you have any
questions, please contact Tim
Nekich, tnekich@att.net or
Larry Nines, lnines@wi.rr.com.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
I am so glad to hear everyone is
keeping busy making Prayer
Shawls. If you are in need of
yarn, please call me and I can
meet you at church for curbside
pick up. There will be no events at
church for the rest of this year so
we will just have to be patient and keep knitting and
crocheting at home. Thanks for all you are doing!
If there are any questions, please contact
Mary Jo Christensen at 414-405-4075
mjchristensen1958@wi.rr.com.
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Get THE LOOKOUT via Email Today!
Starting with the February Newsletter, we will no longer be mailing our monthly
newsletter. This is a great way to save the church in postage. If you want to
continue receiving it, we can email it to you. Our members who receive the
newsletter electronically love the fact that they can easily view it on their
computer, zoom in for easy reading and save a tree (or two)!
If you would like to be added to the email list, please send your name and email
address to: stmarkslookout@gmail.com. Thank you!
Printed black and white copies will be available in each of our Blessings boxes too!

Conversations about
Weight Loss
Monday, December 7th
& Monday, January 4th
at 3:30-5:00 pm
Ruth Circle
Although we will not meet in person until it is safe, it
was decided that we could still celebrate Christmas by
having a Drive for Diapers on Wednesday, December
16th between 1-2 pm. We will be at the courtyard of the
church for you to drive in and donate diapers. We will
take them where they are needed. Everyone is invited
to participate. In honor of our Lord Jesus’ birth, we
THANK YOU and look forward to seeing you. We miss
our gatherings and pray for you all to remain healthy
and safe.
Call Karen Handford at 262-565-3770 or Mavis McGrath
at 262-968-3160 if you have any questions or concerns.

The Weight Loss Conversation is
reading a new book that shapes
our thinking and strengthens our
faith as we journey toward healthy
living. Author Asheritah Ciuciu
shares honestly about her own
battles with food and reveals the
path to freedom. In her book Full:
Food, Jesus, and the Battle for Satisfaction, we’ll
discover the joy of living free from food fixation so we
can experience deeper satisfaction in Christ, gain a
renewed sense of purpose, and even enjoy good food
(without regret). With a stronger relationship with
Christ, we can have a healthier relationship with food.
There is no homework. We read the book together in the
Conversation.
Copies of the book are available FREE of charge.
You can have a copy even if you don’t want to or
can’t participate in the monthly Weight Loss
Conversation.
Marcia Marquardt and Jennine Szwalkiewicz will lead the
conversation.

Online Giving Available!
Are you interested in the convenience of online giving
for your church contributions? It’s easier than ever to
begin! Contributions can be taken directly from your
bank account or credit card on an ongoing or individual
basis.

NEW time (3:30 pm) and Zoom meeting ID number:
845 593 9948 https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8455939948pwd=Y3hiWFlpU1pvMFhWOVpSUDVpc2JlQ
T09 Contact Marcia for the password for this meeting.
Mark your calendar for more Conversations on
February 1st & March 1st.

Please contact the office for details at
welcome2stmarks@gmail.com or via phone at
262-547-8213.

welcome2stmarks.com
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Livestream Blue Christmas Service
A Time of Remembrance, Reflection, and
Renewal on Tuesday, December 8th
at 11:00 am on Facebook Live
As we approach Christmas, we recognize that we are all
experiencing some kind of loss: health, gathering together
with family and friends, and worshiping together at St.
Mark’s. We have experienced fear, anxiety, division, and
discouragement. Our Blue Christmas Service creates an
environment to acknowledge our loss and sadness—
especially the unique experience of those feelings this year—and turn to God for the strength and comfort that we
need. In the midst of the challenges, it’s an opportunity to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas.
Our Blue Christmas Service will be livestreamed on Facebook Tuesday, December 8th at 11:00 am.
It will be recorded and available for viewing on the church’s website and Facebook page later. If you cannot
access this livestream or recording, please contact Deacon Marcia for a copy of the bulletin.
Come for a Blessing and Gift on Tuesday, December 8th anytime between 1:00-1:30 pm in the church’s
parking lot. Pastor and Marcia will be there to offer a blessing and pray with you. Others will be there to give you a
prayer shawl and/or Blue Christmas candle as reminders of God’s comfort and care for you. If you cannot be present
and would like a gift, please contact Mary Jo Christensen (262-549-1775) or Anne Link (414-379-4619) for
arrangements to receive them.
Pray about inviting someone to join us for the Blue Christmas Service.

Reach Out and Say Hello
We need care and concern in a time of
social distancing. Pick up the phone
and call someone to say hello. Think
about the people who normally sit in
the pews around you and give them a
call. Think about those who live alone
or in assisted living and give them a call. Contact Pastor
or Marcia if you need a phone number.

For Those Who Don’t Have Access
to Facebook
We’d like to stay in touch! We recognize that you are
not able to view the services if you do not have access
to Facebook. Call Pastor, Marcia, or the church office
to let us know who you are. We want to stay in touch
with you!

Christmas Decorations
We were unable to use the Easter Garden donations, so we have saved them
and are using them for the Advent/Christmas Season. I hope you all
enjoy our beautiful Sanctuary!
Thank you to the following people:
Bob and Mary Johnson – in memory/honor Jenny, Kevin and Bella
Mike and Mavis McGrath – in memory of: parents and infant grandson, Ian Thomas
Mark and Cindy Melby – in memory of: William and Lily Melby, Henry and Mabel Mester,
Clarence Melby and Marie Engstrom
John McGrath Family – in honor of children, Andrew, Tatiana, and David; in memory of infant son, Ian Thomas
Shirley Kopshinsky – in memory/honor of my husband and son
Lorraine Gregory – in memory/honor Lester Gregory family
Karen Handford – in memory of Tom; in honor of children and grandchildren
Brian and Julie Baumler – in memory of Erik Baumler, Ray and Myrtle Barth, Henry and Alfina Bjerke, Dora Bender,
Art and Ethel Baumler, Art and Katherine Wangerin and all those loved ones who have gone to their
heavenly home; in honor of John, Rachel, Charlotte, Henry and Annette
Dave and Carol Pugh – in honor of Maggie, Molly, Andy, Dean, Chloe, and Jaxon
Lana DeCoto - in Memory of Dahrald DeCoto
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From Deacon Marcia Marquardt
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” Matthew 1:23
Dear St. Mark’s Family and Friends,
One of the Bible Study participants described the pandemic as a GREAT PAUSE. How
have you experienced that GREAT PAUSE? What will your Christmas celebrations be
like this year? How can you find peace and comfort in the midst of the GREAT PAUSE in
some of the traditions and gatherings that you treasure?
Begin now to center your heart on Jesus.
Here’s some ideas that might help you:
1. Take a daily moment with God. Find or create a space that helps you center on
God. It could be a comfy chair near the Christmas tree. A nativity scene or Advent wreath. A candle lit to remind you
of God’s presence. A walk around the block or on the treadmill. A daily shower. Take a few minutes to let go of the
burdens to God and to trust in his presence and love for you. Breathe in the peace of God and breathe out your
cares and anxieties.
2. Take Jesus with you as you prepare for Christmas. Look for ways to remember him. Let inspiring Christmas
music, books, devotions, and movies uplift you. View the Blue Christmas Service on Facebook. Make serving others
your gift to Jesus each day—an act or word of kindness for others, a gift for those in need, a heart of grace and
forgiveness for others. Share your feelings with Jesus and lean into him as you experience the GREAT PAUSE in
traditions that you treasure.
3. Make Jesus the center of your celebration. View the Christmas Service on Facebook. Read the Christmas story in
Luke 2:1-20. Bake a birthday cake for Jesus and sing “Happy Birthday” to him. Pause to appreciate God’s gift to you
through Jesus’ birth.
Each of us will likely experience some kind of GREAT PAUSE in our Christmas celebrations this year. But God’s love
and presence will never pause. We can rely on his love and presence with us to see us through.
Jesus, you gave yourself to come and be among us. Help us as we experience loss in this GREAT PAUSE. Turn our
hearts to you and fill us with your peace and love. Amen.
In His Service,
Marcia

Wednesdays and Thursdays
Ready for the power of peace in your heart and life?
Come to Bible Study on Wednesdays at 3:45-5:15 pm and Thursdays at
10:00-11:30 am. We meditate on God’s Word as a way to connect to God
in these uncertain times. We study the Scripture that we read in the
following Sunday’s worship. Marcia Marquardt offers background information to help us understand the text. Then
she leads a discussion to apply the principles to daily life. Some people share; some are quiet. Some come every
week; some come when they can. Please note that there is NO Bible Study on December 23, 24, 30, & 31.
Please note the Zoom meeting ID number for both studies: 551 505 314. Contact Marcia for the passwords for
these meetings.

welcome2stmarks.com
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St. Mark’s Quilters
After the wonderful quilt blessing on November 15th, many quilts went directly out to the
community: 46 to local Waukesha shelters, 10 to Nehemiah House and 25 to Zublocki Veterans
Hospital.
Several quilts have been placed on a cart in the back of church for anyone to take to those in
need of care and comfort. Please call the church office and leave a message or call
Vickie Friedeck at 262-549-4825 or (cell) 414-333-4331 and be sure to leave a message.
The quilters will not be meeting at church for a few weeks. They will be doing as much work as they can from home
until January. Thank you all for your support of our mission.
Cathy Hernandez and Vickie Friedeck

Calling all musicians!

Sunday School

We are looking to have
pre-recorded videos of
singers and instrumentalists
submitted to play during
worship services. If you are
interested in providing
special music for worship
services, please contact
Jennifer
at pianogirl_22@yahoo.com.

is virtual this year and
will include a
bi-weekly email to
families.
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The email will have an
activity and lesson for
families to do together;
some social media
sharing; and maybe even
a community
service project. Contact Suzanne Lorenz at
sfl@cmhlaw.com or 262-510-8849 with any
questions or concerns.
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Frank Remfrey, church council president:
I would like to use this space to share a few resources with you and to express my gratitude for the
support and generosity we have experienced during this year’s Christmas season.
The increase in pledges has been heartwarming in spite of the fact we have not worshipped in person
Church
Council
since early March of 2020. The budget approved for 2021 contains many sacrifices that were achieved
with the input of our leaders of the various ministries. In addition, our staff members have done an
excellent job of stepping up and assuming the responsibilities that were formerly completed by our administrator who
resigned in September of 2020. The various tasks have continued seamlessly following this change and we admire
the ease and agility shown by our staff as we grapple with the public health crisis.
The members of St. Mark’s who have stepped up to serve in leadership positions also deserve our appreciation. A
strong and vibrant church has individuals willing to share the leadership responsibilities. We are fortunate to have
people willing to take on those vital leadership roles as members of the Congregational Council as well as the Mutual
Ministry, Nominating and Personnel Teams. I would also like to thank our current Council members for their
dedication and hard work this year. We especially salute two of our departing members, Laura Goralski and Jon
Schrantz, for their dedication and commitment during their recently completed terms on the Council.
One New Year’s resolution I would like to suggest is to reach out to your fellow members of St. Mark’s by sending a
note or card, especially to those who may be experiencing isolation. I recently heard a podcast that suggested
writing a hand written note to people who may need a lift is a powerful gesture that can be very rewarding to both
the sender and recipient.
Finally, I will close with a couple of excellent resources that contain further links to articles about issues we are
struggling with as a church. I know you will find them informative.
Milwaukee Synod Resources: milwaukeesynod.org

Wisconsin Council of Churches: wichurches.org

This Changes Everything—Our 2021 Commitments
Our response continues to grow! Thank you to the 97 households (at the time of this writing)
who returned their 2021 Commitment Cards so far. Your generosity combines together for over
$218,000 investment in God's work and ministry through St. Mark's next year.
If you haven't made a commitment toward this 2021 mission, you can still help us
reach the goal of 110 Commitment Cards received. A group of anonymous members will
donate an additional $3000 if we receive 110 Commitment Cards. Whether you are a first-time or regular
giver, your commitment helps us reach that goal. Contact the church office, Pastor, or Marcia to receive a Commitment Card. You may mail your commitment card to the church office at 424 Hyde Park Avenue, Waukesha, WI
53188. Thank you!

Whole Wheat Communion Bread
Here is the communion bread recipe if you would like to bake your own communion bread for in home use.
5 cups White Whole Wheat Flour
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1/2 cup honey or molasses (I use 1/4 cup of each)
1 3/4 cup cold water
Mix dry ingredients together. Cut in oil with a fork. Stir honey/molasses into water and add to dough. Stir until just
blended, dough will be sticky. Divide into 4 parts. Place on parchment paper on cookie sheet. Place oil on hand and
pat flat in a circle shape about 1/4 inch thick. Bake 14 minutes at 350 degrees. When completely cool separate
loaves with a piece of wax paper in between and place in plastic bag.
Best made the day of use. No preservatives so these have to be refrigerated or frozen until used. If you have
questions, call Mary Jo Christensen 414-405-4075.
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Drive-Up Communion
Communion will be available in the parking lot on
Sunday, December 6th at 1:00-1:30 pm and
Wednesday, December 9th at 6:00-6:30 pm.
Sunday, January 3rd at 1:00-1:30 pm and
Wednesday, January 6th at 6:00-6:30 pm.
(please note the shortened time frame)
Following CDC regulations of masks and gloves,
we will have distribution of individual
pre-measured communion cup/wafer.
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Remember the Blessing Box
Thanks for supplying our
Blessings Box with food and
supplies. It’s an opportunity
for us to share the love of
God with our neighbors in
need.
Place item donations
directly into the Blessings
Box located near the
sidewalk at the courtyard
entrance to help others.
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