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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

God as the subject of our verbs: 
 

I am writing this to you from an intense Pastoral Workshop on executive 

skills.  Without fail, the conversations usually start about what we are  

doing, how we are making an impact, what new innovative things we are 

trying.  We like to be the subject of our verbs. One of the things I marvel 

about the lexicon of St. Mark’s is uttering the phrase “Yay God!”  It  

celebrates what God is doing.  “Yay God!” also makes God the subject of 

our verbs. 

 

In 2019, St. Mark’s has lots of plans for ministry.  

That is and can be very exciting.  I’m not so  

concerned about what we might be doing this 

year unless God is the subject of our verbs.  

Deacon Marcia likes to use another phrase with 

God as the subject of our verbs when she says 

“God is  

working.”  In the service of Baptism,  

Martin Luther’s flood prayer retells for us all the ways God was delivering 

God’s people.   

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 

the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 

which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered  

Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. At the river, your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and  

resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 

up to live in you.  

 

When God is the subject of our verbs it reminds us what God is doing and 

what God accomplishing for us. 

God moves, God creates, God calls, God takes delight, God delivers, God 

leads, God sets free.  When God is the subject of our verbs, then God is the 

actor in the drama of life.  Paul knew this to be more abundantly true as he 

participated in and witnessed to the power of God at work in people.  He 

writes to the church in Philippi: 

 

“For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power  

to do what pleases him.” - Philippians 2:13 

 

Paul was saying what we all need to hear; that God gets all the glory!  God 

also does incredible work through us.  I invite us to begin to practice 

expanding our vocabulary to make God the subject of our verbs.  

 

 

— Pastor Andy 

Gathered together by God, to Grow and Go Out! 

The Lookout 
February 2019 

tel:262-784-2062
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Sharing Our Bounty 

 

FEBRUARY 

Valentine hearts are RED – Salvation Army logo is 

RED.  Many foods and packaging are RED.  We will  

divide all donated items (red and otherwise) to the  

Salvation Army and Food Pantry.  THANK YOU 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS: THANK YOU! 

The Christmas Clearing Council of Waukesha County 

would like to Thank You for giving from your hearts to 

support our mission this holiday season.  This year, we 

brought the magic of Christmas to 4,200 children.  With 

our mitten tree and toys collected at St. 

Mark’s, we were a part of the many who 

helped parents receive wonderful gifts for 

their children.  Thank you for sharing and 

caring and giving back to those in all of 

Waukesha county who needed your help to 

make it a wonderful Christmas in 2018. 

ST. MARK’S SENIOR CONNECTION 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2019 

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 

 

The Father of our country, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON,  

as portrayed by Historian David 

Weidenkeller is our program  

for the day. 

Appearing in character, David 

and his wife will present an  

informative and entertaining 

presentation about our first  

President. 

The program will be preceded with devotions,  

music and lunch. Our main course and dessert  

will be provided.  

Please check the sign up sheets at the back of church 

to contribute a side dish.   

A free will offering is gratefully accepted. 

EVERYONE IS INVITED – BRING A FRIEND 

Any questions:  Call Rockie Matson – 262-549-9192 

What to Do When Your Heart Is Hurting? 

Come to:  

St. Mark’s Cup of Comfort Café 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019 

10:00 A.M. 

Upper lounge room 
 

Whatever the cause is for your  

heartache, please consider joining this group for  

understanding, encouragement, support, hugs, God’s 

word AND a cup of coffee! You will be most welcome as 

are your friends or family. 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” Matt. 11 28-30 

1.  Council meetings are the third Thursdays 

at 6:30. 

2.  The new St Mark's Income Receipt  

Envelope should be used when any funds are 

collected at a small group or ministry 

event.  These envelopes are available in the 

church office, in Marcia's office in the closet by the mail 

boxes, and from the leaders of Gather: Mary Jo  

Christensen; Grow: Cathy Hernandez; and Go:  

Sharon Collins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
3.  Church Council welcomes Jon Schrantz and Tom 

Badger. Thank you to Mark Stiles and Barb Kehoss as 

they have completed their terms on Council.   At our 

December meeting officers were voted in:  President-

Laura Goralski, Vice President- Jon Schrantz, Treasurer- 

Marilyn Timper, Secretary- Tom Badger. 

Church  
Council 



 Page 3 welcome2stmarks.com 

Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Dig into the worship Scriptures for the upcoming Sunday 

and apply principles to your life on Wednesdays at  

3:30-5:00 pm and Thursdays at 10:00-11:30 am.   

 

Each week Marcia Marquardt offers some background 

information to help the group understand what is hap-

pening in the text.  She asks questions that lead a  

discussion to discover and apply principles for living.  No 

Bible experience necessary!  Some people are quiet and 

some discuss.  Some come every week and some come 

when they can.  All are welcome! 

From Deacon Marcia Marquardt 

“How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey… 

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.  Psalm 119:103 & 105 
 

Dear St. Mark’s Family and Friends, 

Looking for ways to get to know God better this year?  Try one or more of these suggestions: 
 

Watch a visual Bible.  Several companies have produced movies where the Gospel is narrated while actors 

are creating the stories for us visually.  We have purchased the Gospel of Matthew DVD to use in worship, 

but you can also find it on Netflix along with the Gospels of Mark, Luke, and John. Sometimes I watch a 

small section of this movie and find it helpful to imagine what life was really like for Jesus.  I find the stories  

touching my heart in new ways by watching these sections. 
 

Use a Bible app on your smartphone or tablet.  I like using the YouVersion Bible app.  They offer a verse for 

each day, a myriad of different Bible versions and languages, devotions, and videos.  I use mine every day 

and love having access to a Bible by simply having it on my smartphone.  I like to use the New Living 

Translation on this app.  We use this same translation in worship. 
 

Purchase a study Bible.  The ELCA publishes The Lutheran Study Bible available at  https://

www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806680606/Lutheran-Study-Bible-Paperback.   A study Bible 

offers notes that explain hard to understand passages and gives background information to help the text 

come to life. 
 

Use a devotional.  We offer the devotional booklet, Word in Season, free of charge at the Welcome Center 

in the church lobby.  It’s a small booklet that could fit in a coat pocket or purse easily.  A devotional is a 

short and simple way to read a verse from Scripture and receive encouragement for daily living through the 

writer’s stories and perspectives.   
 

 Come to Bible Study on Wednesdays at 3:30-5:00pm or Thursdays at 10:00-11:30 am 

in the fellowship hall.  I lead both studies where we examine the Scriptures that we 

will hear in the following Sunday worship.  The studies help us understand the  

background to the text and apply the principles there to our daily living.   
 

May God renew and strengthen us and our faith in 2019! 

 

In His Service, 

Marcia 

RUTH CIRCLE 

Ruth Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 20th 

at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall for coffee and dessert, and 

then up to the lounge for our devotions and topic  

discussion. Our hostesses will be Kathy 

Dennig and Marlene Fleischmann. Read 

pages 103-108 in our book, Moments of 

Grace for a Woman's Heart. 

 

Please let them know if you will be  

attending. We also will discuss the coffee 

hour we will serve at on March 17th. Any 

questions, please call Carole Wolter at  

262-542-8807. 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806680606/Lutheran-Study-Bible-Paperback
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9780806680606/Lutheran-Study-Bible-Paperback
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“RESTORE & RENEW”  
On January 9, 2019 we passed our final building inspection!  

“Restore & Renew” is 99% complete – there are just a few 

items left on the punch list. 

We were also able to include a ‘renewal’ of our outside sign.  
 

  

 

 

 Old Sign       New Sign  

St. Mark’s Quilters  
Join us in creating quilts to give to 

various charities, shelters and  

individuals in our area. We meet  

every Monday from October to  

Memorial Day.   All are welcome to 

come, and attendance every week is 

not required.   No sewing/quilting experience is  

needed.  We have quilts to tie and the fellowship is 

priceless!   Come when you can and leave whenever 

you need to. Any questions, call Vickie at 262-549-

4825 or 414-333-4331 and be sure to leave a  

message.   

Restore & Renew 

ITEM BUDGET ACTUAL 
Under/Over 

Budget 

Carpentry / Drywall / Materials 26,000.00 27,473.65 -1,473.65 

Flooring 62,000.00 62,368.26 -368.26 

Paint 17,000.00 9,630.00 7,370.00 

Electrical /  Lighting 41,650.00 43,714.89 -2,064.89 

Audio/Visual 54,000.00 66,679.50 -12,679.50 

Furniture -Chairs/Tables 42,350.00 20,215.62 22,134.38 

Groth Design 7,000.00 5,793.06 1,206.94 

MISC. 0.00 7,881.64 -7,881.64 

 Total = 250,000.00 243,756.62 6243.38 

     Under Budget 

Thanks to your generosity, we have received $99,112.50 in gifts towards the ‘Restore & Renew’ budget 

of $250,000.00! Alleluia!   This means we will not need to borrow as much money, and our new mortgage  

payment will be less than anticipated. 
 

THANK YOU to the many volunteers who gave hundreds of hours to this project!  We are coming in UNDER 

budget thanks to your help!  Below is a current accounting of the budget, and the actual monies spent by category: 

OIKOS 2019 

Our OIKOS faith formation begins in February.  If you 

are interested in going a cross + generational approach 

to unfolding your faith journey with other pilgrims, 

please contact pastor Andy. 
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LITTLE LIBRARY 

Our “Little Library” is in need of books 

and children’s DVDs.  There is a box in 

the cloak room to put them in.   

There has been a lot of usage on our 

little corner. 

Sunday School Classes! 
 

Cross+Generational Sunday School will 

be held on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month in the school year at 9:00am in 

in the lower level gathering room by 

the elevator. Enjoy a creative, interac-

tive, faith building class for adults and 

children of all ages. Mark your calendar 

for Cross+Generational Sunday School on  

February 10th, March 10th, April 14th, and May 12th. 

Children will remain in worship during those Sundays for 

the entire worship service. 

 

 

Sunday School classes for 4K & 5K and Grades 1-8  

during the worship service for the remaining Sundays—

the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays during the school 

year. Children are excused for their classes after the 

Children’s Message and return before Communion. 

Classrooms are located in the lower level. 
 

For more information, contact lead teacher 

Suzanne Lorenz (sfl@cmhlaw.com).  

Cross 

Genera   ional 

ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE! 

Are you interested in the convenience of online giving 

for your church contributions?  We have begun using 

our new church management software and it’s easier 

than ever to begin!   

You are able to have your contributions taken directly 

from your bank account or credit card on an ongoing or 

individual basis.   

Please contact our church administrator, Nancy  

Mitchell, for details.  She will send an email to you  

explaining the process and it will include a link to take  

advantage of this convenient giving program, if  

interested.  Nancy can be reached at email:  

info@welcome2stmarks.com or via phone at  

262-547-8213. 

Worship Bags for Young Families 

We have added some new items to the Worship Bags:  

“Lift the Flap” books, felt boards, magnetic paper dolls, 

and reusable sticker sheets.  Pick up a bag for your 

child from the two stands that are located at the back of 

the worship space.  Each bag’s contents are different.  

You might like to try a new one each time you bring 

your child to worship. 

Caring for Grieving Young Families 

Please consider using your 

time to help those at a time 

of tragedy. Volunteers are 

needed to sew infant burial 

outfits. Patterns are  

available, but you are also 

welcome to create your 

own designs. Children's 

Hospital is constantly in 

need of these outfits.  In 

July, they used 81 outfits. 

You do not need to be able 

to sew. Help is also needed to deconstruct donated  

wedding gowns to be used to make the outfits. This can 

be done at your home. If you could not make it to the 

meeting in January and want more information, please 

call Mary Beth Nytes at 414 651 8873. 

Together in Mission Event 

Saturday, February 16th  

8:15 am-2:45 pm 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Brookfield 

The synod’s second annual Together in Mission Event 

brings together people from across our synod for a day 

of fellowship, mission conversation, and learning  

opportunities. We’ll open all together, celebrating our 

common mission in Christ and then we break into 19 

workshops on a variety of topics offered over two  

sessions, one in the morning and on in the afternoon. 

Please contact Pastor Andy or Laura Goralski for more 

information. 
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Lookout Mailing 

Thank you to the following volunteers:  

Mary Jo Christensen, Roger & Darlene Bjerke, Julie 

Baumler, and Barb Ruhe for help with the Lookout. 

Funerals 

The comfort of Jesus is shared with our members and 

their families who have lost loved ones: 

 Sue Patrick on January 10th 

 Eileen White on January 21st 

Special Gifts 

Coffee hours, Ruth Circle, Men’s Breakfasts, Caiden  

William Granek in honor of Sister Avena Elis Granek, 

Youth Retreat (Mark & Michelle Stiles), Marty & Maxine 

Gerken, Faith Fermenters 

Restore & Renew Giving Campaign 

Robert Solberg, David & Jessica Coss, Nick & Julie  

Jennings, Kyle & Theresa Domnie, Anna Miller, Holly 

Wolfe, Hannah & Rodney Brandenburg, Roger & Darlene 

Bjerke, Elwyn & Sandra Bischmann,  Ed Bladow, Kay 

Alzhun, Julie Johnson-Schultz, Jim & Lynne Plaster 

Memorials 

In Memory of Joyce Orton: 

Marie Nichols,  Chris & Mary Jo Christensen, Thomas & 

Karen Handford, Tom & Barbara Kehoss, Allen & Anne 

Link, Michael & Mavis McGrath, Gordon & Jean Stickles, 

Reinhard & Carol Wolter, Jack & Kathy Westphal, Terry 

& Donna Inman, Robert Solberg, Eric & Lynn Delzer, 

Kenneth & Lana Matchett, John & Betty Thompson,  

Wilbert Orton, Charles & Shirley Kopshinsky, Bruce & 

Laurel Ellenson, Ronald & Joel Ellifson, Craig Gruenberg, 

Gary & Patricia Lamb, Rusty & Sherry Orton, Roger & 

Darlene Bjerke, Henry Wieman 

In Memory of Lois Tanis: 

Charles & Jane Tanis, Robert & Betty Moore, David Seal, 

Alan & Pat Grulke, Todd & Sabra Lein, Family of Lois 

Tanis, Greg & Carrie Wagner 

In Memory of Eleanor Wagner: 

Earline Hollub  

Get THE LOOKOUT via Email Today! 

A great way to save the church 

postage is to have  

The Lookout newsletter  

e-mailed to you monthly!   

Our members who receive the 

newsletter electronically love the 

fact that they can easily view it on 

their computer, zoom in for easy 

reading and save a tree (or two)! 

If you would like to be added to the email list, please 

send your name and email address to:  

lookout@welcome2stmarks.com 

Conversations about Weight Loss  

Monday, February 4 at 1:00-2:30pm 
 

Lysa TerKeurst, in her book, Made to 

Crave says, “It’s not the ‘how to’ I’m 

missing.  It’s the ‘want to’…really 

wanting to make changes and deciding 

that the results of those changes are 

worth the sacrifice.”  She discovers a 

closer walk with God as she struggles 

with her misguided cravings for food to 

satisfy the deepest desires of her life. 
 

Come for a Conversation about Weight 

Loss on Monday, February 4th at 1:00-2:30 pm in the  

upstairs lounge.  We will discuss the struggles and  

victories as we work toward healthy living, and connect 

deeply with God for the strength, care, and support that 

are needed.  We will use concepts from the book, Made 

to Crave.  While supplies last, copies are available free 

of charge. 
 

Bring along a recipe that helps you in healthy living and 

a tip that strengthens and redirects you as you struggle 

with obstacles.  We’ll make recipe copies at the event 

for the other participants.  Marcia Marquardt and Jen-

nine Szwalkiewicz will lead the conversation.  Mark your 

calendar for more Conversations on March 4th and  

April 1st at 1:00 pm. 

FeBREWary Faith Fermenters: 

“Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us 

to be happy.” - Benjamin Franklin   

Faith Fermenters will explore the theme of 

love and its many expressions on February 

2nd at 9:30 am. 

Prayer Workshop 

Want to find a simple way to serve God and 

impact others’ lives?  Want to discover a 

deeper connection to God?  Come to the  

Prayer Workshop on Sunday, February 17th at 

11:00 am-Noon in the upstairs lounge.   

Deacon Marcia Marquardt will lead a presentation and 

discussion about prayer and offer more information 

about the prayer chain and prayer partner ministries at 

St. Mark’s.  All are invited—those who already serve in 

the prayer ministries and those who would like to hear 

more about them. 

Lord teach us to pray. 
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BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 

St. Mark’s offers free, confidential blood 

pressure checks on the third Sunday of 

the month.  In order to continue this 

service, we need trained volunteers to 

serve on a rotating basis.  If you can 

help out, please contact  

Rockie Matson for details.  If you have done this in the 

past and wish to continue, please let Rockie know that 

as well at #262-549-9192 or matsonret@att.net.   

Our Sabbatical 2019 

“For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13 
 

Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the Lord your God. On that day no one in your household 

may do any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and 

any foreigners living among you.  For in six days the Lord made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in 

them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy.  
Exodus 20:8-11 
 

Our Sabbatical team has been meeting monthly to: 

• Define and refine OUR Sabbatical 

• Review the congregation’s sabbatical policy 

• Finalize Interview questions for sabbatical pastor candidates 

• Outline job description for part time sabbatical pastor(s) 

• Explore potential candidates with interviews to begin at the end of January. 
 

The next step will be how the congregation will participate in the abiding and fruitfulness of Jesus in OUR  

Sabbatical. We also will finalize a recommendation regarding a candidate(s) for the sabbatical pastor. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact a team member. Watch for future updates. The team consists 

of Marcia Marquardt (Staff), Laura Goralski (Council), Suzanne Lorenz (Personnel), Sue Beranek (Congregation) and 

Gail Dietrich (Mutual Ministry). Watch for future updates.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST  

Join us on Saturday,  

February 9th at 8:00 am. 

If you have any questions 

please contact Tim Nekich. 

All men are invited and  

welcome to join us for food 

and fellowship.   

St Marks 2018 - 2019 dartball team 

Dart ball is played by throwing a wooden dart underhand 

at a 4 ft square board that resembles a baseball field. St 

Mark's is in a church league that started in the 1950's. Our 

league has 10 teams in it now made up of churches in 

about a ten mile radius. They are Faith Springs, Sussex 

Redeemer, Queen of Apostles, Church of the Resurrection, 

E&R UCC, Beautiful Savior, Galilee, Divine Redeemer and 

Salem Methodist. We play on Tuesday nights from 7:30 to 

about 10 pm. 

From left to right standing: Jack Schickowski, Adam 

Gamez, Rob Schickowski, Chris Christensen, Brian  

Trautman, seated: Amelia Anderson, Gene Geiger, 

Michelle Stiles, standing Mark Stiles, Bob Johnson, Chad 

Anderson. Not pictured: Brian Baumler, Dave Bazinski, Nick Bazinski. 

A Women’s Retreat on March 29th-31st
 

 

Step away from the cares and routines of your life, and 

come away for some quiet refreshment with God. We 

will explore our walk of life and experience God’s  

presence and power to steady our steps and direct our 

path. No matter where the road of life is going or what 

lies ahead, God is already there with his love and grace 

for us. 
 

The Women’s Retreat will be held on March 29th-31st at 

Camp Timber-lee in East Troy.  Can’t stay the whole 

weekend?  Come for the sessions on Saturday.  Women 

from various churches and communities will attend.  

Invite friends to 

come, too.  Deacon 

Marcia Marquardt will 

lead the retreat.  Pick 

up a registration 

form at the Welcome 

Center in the church 

lobby.   
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SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

Feb 3  Amelia Anderson 

Feb 10  Sarah Marman 

Feb 17  Audrey Sullivan and  

  Norah Fetters 

Feb 24  St. Mark's Lady Singers 

******************************** 

March 3 Chad Anderson 

March 10 Jamie Stamborski and 

  Dan Tenant 

March 17 Erin Colgrove 

March 24 Erin Doherty 

March 31 Amelia Anderson 

Pastor Andy will host open office 

hours on Wednesdays from 

9:00—11:30 a.m. at Roots Café 

in downtown Waukesha, located 

at 363 West Main Street. 

Please drop by to say hello, ask 

any pressing questions, have a 

cup of coffee, or simply check in. 


