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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Worship Away From Home PART 1 

Postcards from ‘up north’ 

 When I first arrived at St. Mark’s during the 
summer of 2012, several people began telling me 
after worship that they would not see me for a few 
weeks because they were headed ‘up north.’  I had 
no idea what that phrase meant.  I first thought 
there was a city called ‘up north.’  I soon realized it 
was meant to tell me people were going away on 
vacation.  After I caught on, some other family  
mentioned to me that they too, were headed ‘up north.’  I responded by 
saying ‘that’s great, let me tell you a little secret about our organization 
called the church, there is one in every city across America.’  I think that 
family was caught off guard.  Vacation and travel are part of the rhythm of 
sabbath rest.  There is a gift of worshipping with others outside of your 
church home. 
 

 When I was a child we often would worship at the local Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Episcopal, or Methodist church.  My father likes to tell the 
story about a time we worshipped on vacation when I was about 7 years 
old.  We went to a church, we sang, we prayed, we heard the word spoken 
and preached, and we shared the peace of the Lord, and that congregation 
was even glad to take our offering.  We even stayed for the coffee hour.  
And when we left, I turned to my father and asked ‘when are we going to 
church?’  My father was confused and told me we just went to church, I 
apparently told him ‘we didn’t go to church because we didn’t receive  
Jesus.’  The church that raised me in faith celebrated communion every 
time we gathered.  The church we visited did not.  I think that is part of 
the different expressions of faith. 
 

 The beauty of the church gathered across the universe (the holy 
catholic church) is to experience a God that is bigger than us, bigger than 
our own congregation, bigger than our families, bigger than we could ever 
imagine.  When my father had a stroke in February, I was in Carefree AZ, 
away from this community that I rely on for support and encouragement.   
I was blessed by the Christians gathered at the Spirit of the Desert retreat 
center and the pastor in residence because they lifted me up the way I 
have experienced from my church of St. Mark’s.  Those faithful saints 
helped me worship in joy and grief while I was gathered with them. 
 

 Worshipping on vacation for me means that I don’t have to be ‘on.’  
It means I can participate and I can worship with my wife and my children.  
It means I get to hear a sermon or receive Jesus in Holy Communion.  It 
means I get to support the life of the church in a far-off place with my  
offering that day.   
 

 Finding congregations to worship with is kinda fun.  Most church 
websites are the front doors to their community.  As you vacation this 
summer, I encourage you to explore different faith communities, different 
denominations, different worship practices, and even different worship 
times.  I don’t know what you will experience but I always encourage you 
to share it.  I do know that wherever you go, you will be a blessing to that 
congregation!  
— Pastor. Andy 

Gathered together by God, to Grow and Go Out! 

The Lookout 
Summer, 2018 

tel:262-784-2062
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Lookout Mailing 

Thank you to the following volunteers: 

Mary Jo Christensen, Roger & Darlene Bjerke,  

Delores Grulke, and Barb Ruhe 

Special Gifts 

Coffee Hour, Faith Fermenters, Men’s Breakfast, Senior 
Connection, Christine Fenner Special Sale of Chairs 

Baptism 

Sunday, May 20—Liam James Zisky, child of Cassie & 
David Zisky 

Restore & Renew Giving Campaign 

Kyle & Theresa Domnie, Robert Solberg, Elwyn & Sandra 

Bischmann, Hannah Brandenburg, Jessica Coss, David & 

Rebecka Fetters, Nick & Julie Jennings,  Kevin & Laura 

Goralski, Anna Miller, James & Lynne Plaster  

Memorials 

In Memory of Eva Ellifson: 

Durward & Jan Nimmo 

In Memory of Tom Schreibel: 

Ricky & Mary Wojciechowski, Marvin & Gail Blundon, 

David & Judity Johnson, Harry & Joan Knight,  Jeffrey 

Kolbow, Delbert & Lois Peterson, Darlene Poppie, Scott 

& Brenda Ramlow, Lynne Schreibel, Thomas & Dana 

Schreibel, William & Dana Sherer, Karl & Joann Reinders 

Linda Stark gave a memorial gift in honor of her mother, 

Betty Cole. 

RUTH CIRCLE 

Ruth Circle will meet again 

on Wednesday, September 12th at 

1:00pm. We still need someone to for 

the topic. Please contact Carole if you 

can. More to follow in the September 

issue.  Call Carole Wolter if you have 

any questions at 262-542-8807. 

Sharing Our Bounty 

SUMMER LUNCHES 

There are no school lunches during the summer –  
therefore children need food at home.  Throughout the 
summer we can donate peanut butter and jelly and fruit 
cups for the Food Pantry and Salvation Army to  provide 
them with lunch.  Let’s keep our giving going!   
 
    THANK YOU for caring for those who  

are less fortunate. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Do you have a Prayer Chain request? Others will pray for 

you! Contact Sharon Collins at 262-385-7401 or email at 

prayerchain@welcome2stmarks.com. 

PRAYER SHAWL 

Prayer Shawl mem-

bers will not meet 

during the months of 

July and August.  We 

will meet again in 

September. 

Have a good summer 

and keep knitting and 

crocheting. 

SUMMER ISSUE of THE LOOKOUT 

This newsletter covers all of the summer months—June, 

July, and August.  Enjoy all of the events and activities 

taking part at St. Mark’s this summer!  The next news-

letter will be for SEPTEMBER and the deadline will be 

Friday, August 17.  Mark your calendars! 
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Worship Away From Home PART 2 

From Deacon Marcia Marquardt 

I appreciate experiencing worship 

with other Christians when we travel.  

A few summers ago, we attended an 

ELCA church in Sault Ste. Marie, 

Michigan.  We googled “churches in 

Sault Ste. Marie” to find it.  It  

happened to be the Sunday when 

their new pastor was installed.  I 

don’t remember the theme or mes-

sage for the day, but I do remember 

the joy and excitement that this congregation  

experienced as they took a new step forward.  It was 

good to worship with them that day.  And it was good 

for my husband and me to have that worship experience  

together during our vacation.  It gave us deeper things 

to talk about and renewed our spirits. 
 

Sometimes when we travel, we create our own  

moments of worship and connection to God.  Some-

times it’s finding a Christian radio station and letting the 

message in the music draw us closer to God.  Some-

times it’s reading an inspiring book together in the car 

or reading a passage in the Bible.  Sometimes it’s a  

conversation about God as we see and experience his 

awesome creation around us.   
 

As always, I’d love to get to know you better.  Stop me 

at church or contact me to sit down for a conversation.   

In His Service, 

Marcia 

FAITH FERMENTERS 

Faith Fermenters at the 

county fair?   

Raised Grain (Waukesha’s  

local brewery) will be the  

official sponsor of the 2018 

Waukesha County Fair  

Amateur Beer Competition, 

an open competition for home brewers at  

Wisconsin's Oldest County Fair.  

St. Mark’s Faith Fermenters will be submitting 

entries into competition this year.  Competition 

and judging takes place on July 18th. 

 

 

Sabbatical update:  Next summer (2019)  

Pastor Andy will be taking a sabbatical from 

June through August.  This will be a time of rest, 

renewal, and exploration for Pastor Andy and 

Saint Mark’s.  You are invited to bring questions 

to your leadership team regarding this  

important time in the life of the church.  More 

details will unfold over the coming months. 

A way to worship at home (i.e. what happens when it 

snows several inches on April 15th) 

From Pastor- A faith 5 model: 

Share: Share the highs and lows from your week 

Read: Read a passage of scripture (Children’s bibles are 

great for this if you are doing it as a family) 

Connect: Connect your highs and lows with the passage 

from scripture: 

Pray: Have each person in the family pray for someone 

else based on what they have shared 

Bless: Give one another a blessing (we simply say God 

loves you and mark the sign of the cross on each other’s 

foreheads) 

 
From Marcia- Some Scriptures to Read on Vacation 

You can take a Bible with you on your smartphone or 

tablet by downloading the YouVersion Bible app.  It’s 

free!  We use the New Living Translation in worship.  

You might find that version brings clarity and helps you 

understand what you are reading. 
 

Here are some Scripture you might enjoy on vacation: 

Being with Family—1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

On the Beach—Psalm 139:17-18 

In the Mountains—Psalm 121 

Camping—Psalm 8 

On an Adventure—Matthew 28:18-20 

Needing Rest—Matthew 11:28-30 

Feeling Worried—1 Peter 5:7 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 2018 Outreach for Hope Family Bike Ride 

will be held on Saturday, September 8. 

2018 marks the 11th year for the Outreach for Hope 

Family Bike Ride. The Waukesha County ride will again 

be held at St. Bruno’s Parish in Dousman, WI. 

Please check in early June for more information and to 

register for the Family Bike Ride. 

All ages & experience are welcome.  

You may sign up to receive Outreach for Hope emails 

at http://outreachforhope.org/subscribe/. Be sure to 

check the box “Annual OFH Bike Ride.” (When you  

provide an Email when registering for the bike ride, you 

will automatically receive bike ride Email updates.) 

http://outreachforhope.org/subscribe/
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“RESTORE & RENEW” - UPDATES 

There have been major developments in the ‘Restore & 

Renew’ project with dramatic visual effects.   

In late April, framing was built to accommodate a window 

in the west wall of the Narthex above the entrance doors. 

This unexpected bonus will allow additional natural light 

into the area. 

The most dramatic event was the removal of the Narthex 

ceiling on May 1.  Nine volunteers demolished the old ceiling, nail by nail and board by board. It only took them 

about four hours to remove everything, and about an equal amount of time to clean everything up!  

On May 8th and 9th the new AC units were delivered and installed. 

The Sanctuary ceiling lights were retrofit with LED lamps on May 11th and 12th.  The lights will be dimmable, but at 

this writing, that control has not been installed yet.  The remaining plastic covering the Narthex ceiling will be  

removed May 21st  in preparation for the Narthex lights to be installed. 

Please let Jim Plaster or Christine Fenner know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Restore & Renew 

Before 

After 
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Get THE LOOKOUT via Email Today! 

A great way to save the church 

postage is to have  

The Lookout newsletter  

e-mailed to you monthly!   

Our members who receive the 

newsletter electronically love the 

fact that they can easily view it on 

their computer, zoom in for easy reading and save a 

tree (or two)! 

If you would like to be added to the email list, please 

send your name and email address to:  

stmarkslookout@yahoo.com. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the members of 

St. Mark's who attempted and 

succeeded in blood donations 

on Monday, May 7th.  

Many people will benefit from the gift of blood that was 

received that day.  

Remember to donate throughout the year at the Blood 

Center on Springdale Road in Waukesha and we’ll see 

you at church next year for our 2019 blood drive. 

A Spaghetti dinner was served on Saturday, June 2nd by Amelia Anderson, Emily & Lillia Rather, as well as  

advisors, Chad & Kristine Anderson. They shared information about their upcoming trip to Houston, Texas for the 

National Youth Gathering, June 27-July 1, 2018. Free will offering helped support the cost of their trip. 

ELCA youth gathering overview 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive 

learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to 

live their faith in their daily lives. 
 

The theme of the 2018 gathering is, “This Changes Everything,” based on Ephesians 2:8, “By grace you have been 

saved...”  

This is their day by day itinerary to follow along:  

June 25th is departure day. 
 

June 27th is our arrival date.  It will be our first experience of an evening worship in NRG Field with our new 

30,000 friends. 
 

June 28th we will be in Community Life.  Here we will participate is many hands on learning experiences as well as 

learn about more about our three themes: God is Love, God is Grace and God is Hope. 
 

June 29th will be our service day. This is the day that we will be out in community performing some sort of service.  

We will not find out what we are doing until we board the bus that morning.  At the last gathering our group worked 

on cleaning up an impoverished area to help give the residents more pride in their community.   
 

June 30th is our Synod Day.  Here we gather with the other 35 churches that are attending from the Greater  

Milwaukee Synod.  Our theme for the day is God is Hope. We will participate in all different kinds of activities, hear a 

sermon from our Bishop, Paul Erickson and have Holy Communion.  Pr. Andy, Chad, Kristine and Amelia Anderson 

have been a part of the leadership team responsible for the planning for synod day.  They will be active in the  

worship in several different capacities. 
 

July 1st, we will meet for Sunday Worship at NRG Field and depart for home following the worship. 
 

There will be worship every evening with the entire gathering with guest/motivational speakers as well as a musical 

performance from nationally known artists. At the last Gathering, we were treated to a Skillet concert and a very 

energetic performance from remaining Motown Greats (we were actually in Motown). Each evening we will also hold 

devotions with our group in our hotel. 
 

July 3rd We will arrive home. 

We invite the church to pray for our safe travel and that the time spent together helps strengthen our faith and trust 

in God. 
 

Thank you, Kristine and Chad Anderson 



 

Summer Series 
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LISTENING SESSIONS 

On February 19th St. Mark’s held it’s 

first listening session and participants 

were asked to share their thoughts and 

views on the topic of “Change.”  Our 

next listening sessions are scheduled 

below.  Please mark your calendars.  Your voice is  

invaluable. 

Dialogue 2 Topic: St. Mark’s 2028: Creative Brainstorm-

ing for the Future was on Wednesday, May 23rd  

Discussion Question Drafts: 

1) Thinking about the strengths of our congregation, 

what do you feel God is calling St. Marks to do and 

be? 

2) In the first dialogue, some of the concerns were  

related to the changing culture, and youth and 

young family outreach. What are some creative ide-

as you have to use the “Restore and Renew”  

renovations to lead St. Mark’s into the future for 

new ministry potential? 

3) What topic(s) should be discussed during Dialogue 

3?  

Dialogue 3:  Sunday, June 10th (10:45am after  

worship) TOPIC TBD 

TREASURER’S REPORT—Thru April 30th 

                General Giving  Restore & Renew 

Total Income    $111,545 $66,653 

Total Expense     105,695 24,015 

      Net      $5,850       $42,638 

 

We, as members of St. Mark's, are continuing to  

support the Lord's mission here. 

As our family of faith moves forward through vacation 

times of summer, please remember that your support 

is very important  as we show our gratitude to the Lord 

for His abundant gifts to us. 

Marilyn Timper 

Treasurer 

Thursday Bible Study This Summer 

Dig into the worship Scriptures for the upcoming Sunday 

and apply principles to your life.  Thursdays at 10:00-

11:30am this Summer in the fellowship hall.  Please 

note that there is NO Bible Study on July 19 and 

August 16.   

Each week Marcia Marquardt offers some background 

information to help the group understand what is  

happening in the text.  She asks questions that lead a  

discussion to discover and apply principles for living.   

No Bible experience necessary!  Some people are quiet 

and some discuss.  Some come every week and some 

come when they can.  All are welcome!  

LITTLE LIBRARY 

Our “Little Library” is in need of books 

and children’s DVDs.  There is a box in 

the cloak room to put them in.   

There has been a lot of usage in the last 

several weeks. 

Worship Matters: Summer Worship Series 

This summer we will explore the liturgy in its whole 

through the biblical basis of each part of the liturgy.  It 

is a "why do we do that during worship?” exploration.  

From thanksgiving of Baptism to the sending, from the 

water to the Word, from the table to the font, from the 

singing to the prayers, it is my hope that we engage our 

lives with why worship matters. 

Sunday School For Summer 
 

Parents and grandparents, bring your children to Sunday 

School this Summer.  We will host three special 

Cross+Generational Sunday School events this summer.  

The events are for the whole family and will help nurture 

faith as a family.  More details with dates and times will 

follow soon.  Questions or concerns?  Contact Jenna 

Gapinski or Marcia Marquardt. 

Cross 

Genera   ional 
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   Thursday, June 14th, 2018  

   10:00 A.M. 

All are welcome! 

If your heart is heavy for any reason, consider joining 

this circle of believers to receive god’s comfort. You will 

feel the support of this fellowship and  

hear god’s promises to  

Always be with us. 

Come and rest for a moment. 

Enjoy a cup of coffee and a cookie, too! 
 

Questions? Call Anne Link at #262-542-6517. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

The Men’s Breakfast will be resume again Saturday, 

October 13th at 8:00 am. If you have any questions 

or suggestions for the Fall, please contact Tim Nekich.  

All men are invited and welcome to join us for food and 

fellowship.  We hope to see in the Fall. 

Weight Loss Conversation 

Come for encouragement and 

support for healthy living.  Marcia 

Marquardt will lead a Conversa-

tion about Weight Loss on  

Monday, June 25 at 1:00-

2:30pm in an upstairs classroom.  

We will connect deeply with God for the strength, care, 

and support that are needed. 
 

Bring along a recipe that helps you in healthy living and 

a tip that strengthens and redirects you as you struggle 

with obstacles.  We’ll make recipe copies at the event 

for the other participants.   

ST. MARK’S SENIOR CONNECTION 

Our St. Mark's Senior Connection will be taking the  

summer off, but will be returning in September with 

more events planned for you.  Thanks to all who have 

participated in our gatherings: Life of Martin Luther, 

Marti Gras Celebration, Laughter Yoga, potluck lunch, 

and Speaker: Dr. Jason Lauer from Lauer Family  

Chiropractic. What a fantastic group! See you in the Fall.  

Of course, please contact Rockie Matson with any  

suggestions, ideas, or to volunteer to help. 

“When God Doesn’t Fix It”  

Retreat on Saturday, July 21st 
 

Adults and teens (both men and 

women) are invited to attend a  

retreat on Saturday, July 21st  

9:00am -2:00pm at St. Mark’s.  

Through video presentations,  

discussions, and time with God, we 

will explore the unexpected and sometimes difficult 

twists and turns of life.  We’ll examine how God uses the 

crises of life to draw us closer to him and set us on a 

path of purpose and meaning.  Lunch will be provided.  

Freewill offering will be collected to cover the costs.  

Pastor Andy and Deacon Marcia will lead the retreat.  

Invite friends to come for a day of renewal!   

Sign up in the church lobby.   

Worshipping with Children  

God LOVES having children in worship!  We LOVE having 

children in worship at St. Mark’s!  We understand that 

sometimes children get wiggly and restless during  

worship.  There are special church bags for kids hanging 

on racks near the sanctuary.  They have quiet activities 

that might help your child.  You also might like to create 

a church bag of your own.  It might include quiet toys 

like books with flaps, stencils and colored pencils,  

Duplos, quiet travel toys, felt boards, and a snack.   

Reserve this bag for church only so that it becomes 

something special that your child looks forward to.   

“Declan’s Church Bag”   
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SPECIAL MUSIC 

June 3 Flute Choir 

June 10 Sarah Marman 

June 17 Amelia Anderson  

June 24 Andrew Jacobson 
————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

July 1 Barb Gosa 

July 8 Chad Anderson 

July 15 Erin Doherty 

July 22 Pastor and Jennifer 

July 29 Makayla Lopp 
————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Aug 5 Brenda Megna 

Aug 12 Dan Tenant and  

 Jamie Stamborski 

Aug 19 A-Men Choir 

Aug 26 Taylor Matrisch 

Pastor Andy will host open office hours on Wednesdays 

from 9:00—11:30 a.m. at Roots Café in downtown 

Waukesha, located at 363 West Main Street. 

Please drop by to say hello, ask any pressing questions, 

have a cup of coffee, or simply check in. 


