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+ GATHERING +
CALL AND RESPONSE
P: God calls us in righteousness,
C: To be a light to the nations,
P: To open the eyes of the blind,
C: And set the prisoner free.



LIGHTING ADVENT CANDLE: WEEK THREE   DAVE & BETTY GROENEWOLD

One: With Isaiah we anticipate God’s doing a new thing in Jesus Christ, to
proclaim healing and liberation to all who suffer.
Two: (light candle 1) We light this first candle as a beacon of hope for those who
wait.
Three: (light candle 2) We light this second candle as the fire of courage that we
might bear witness to your justice.
Four: (light candle 3) We light this third candle as a light to the nations, a
promise of redemption for the whole human family.

Sing verses 1, 2 & 3:



GATHERING HYMN



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
~Pause for silence and reflection~

Radiant God,
C: You have come to live among us, yet we fail time and again to see you in
the faces of our neighbors. We look to ourselves instead of those in need.
We seek the shallow comforts of things we can buy instead of the deep and
lasting comfort of your presence. Forgive our stubborn refusal to see, and
open our eyes to the joy and wonder of your incarnation.
P: Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of great joy. The God of boundless
grace forgives you all your sins, renewing your spirit for the sake of Immanuel,
God with us. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Share a sign of peace with your neighbor expressing God’s peace.
If you are joining us for worship online, please share a sign of peace in the
comments section of the live stream.



HYMN OF PRAISE

GREETING
A: From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: God of grace and mercy, with the prophet Isaiah, we long for your justice to be
done. As we wait for your promised savior, give us hope that all will be made right
in you. Amen.



+ WORD +

THE EXPERIENTIAL WORD

SPECIAL MUSIC: Sarah Marman

FIRST READING: Matthew 12:15-21

15 But Jesus knew what they were planning. So he left that area, and many
people followed him. He healed all the sick among them, 16 but he warned them
not to reveal who he was. 17 This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning him:
18  “Look at my Servant, whom I have chosen. He is my Beloved, who pleases
me.  I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19
He will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public.  20 He will not crush the
weakest reed or put out a flickering candle.  Finally he will cause justice to be
victorious. 21 And his name will be the hope of all the world.”

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION



SECOND READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
1 “Look at my servant, whom I strengthen.

He is my chosen one, who pleases me.
I have put my Spirit upon him.
He will bring justice to the nations.

2 He will not shout or raise his voice in public.
3 He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle.

He will bring justice to all who have been wronged.
4 He will not falter or lose heart

until justice prevails throughout the earth.
Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his instruction.”

5 God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out.
He created the earth and everything in it.
He gives breath to everyone, life to everyone who walks the earth.
And it is he who says,

6 “I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness.
I will take you by the hand and guard you,and I will give you to my people,
Israel, as a symbol of my covenant with them.
And you will be a light to guide the nations.

7 You will open the eyes of the blind.
You will free the captives from prison,
releasing those who sit in dark dungeons.

8 “I am the Lord; that is my name!
I will not give my glory to anyone else,nor share my praise with carved idols.

9 Everything I prophesied has come true, and now I will prophesy again.
I will tell you the future before it happens.”

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE “ It IS About You ”        Pastor Andy Fetters

A brief silence follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY



HOLY BAPTISM

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of
a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and
made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the
communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:

I/we present Sullivan for baptism.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire
to have your child baptized into Christ?

Sponsers: I/we do.

P: As you bring Sullivan to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in
his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture his in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Sullivan grow in the Christian faith and life?

Parents/Guardians: I do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church?

Sponsers: I do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Sullivan and pray for them in their
new life in Christ?



C: We do!

Profession of Faith

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith
of the church.

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.



Thanksgiving at the Font

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family,
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Baptism (Today we baptize Sullivan Bradley Hink, brother of Callan, child of Erik
and Kristen, and grandchild of Brad and Karen Olson)

Water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:

P: Sullivan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Let us pray: We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise
them to eternal life.



Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays
for each:

Sustain Sullivan with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C:Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is
made, the minister says:

Sullivan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.

C: Amen.

Welcome

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a
young child) as a representative of the congregation says:

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will have the light of life.

Pastor Andy will introduce Sullivan to their new brothers and sisters in Christ.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We offer prayers during this time of meditation and singing. As a way of practicing our faith,
you are invited to offer ways in which you experience the seeking and granting of forgiveness
during the prayers of the people. If you have prayers you would like to have offered up during
this time, please place names and concerns in the prayer request box prior to the hymn of the
day. If you are joining us for worship online please begin typing names in the comment section
so we might pray continuously during worship. We will sing the song responsively after each
petition is offered.



LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.

OFFERING We give thanks for our continued offerings that invest in God’s work
in and through St Mark’s. You may mail your offering to church (424 Hyde Park
Ave Waukesha WI 53188); if you prefer to give digitally, follow this link. If you’d
like to text your contribution, please use this number: (262) 383-2338. We
are very grateful for all your offerings and give thanks to God, the giver of
all things.

https://stmarkslutheran.breezechms.com/give/online


OFFERTORY SONG

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: God, you have created all there is, and given us life and all we need to sustain
it. With thankful hearts we offer now our gifts for the care of all that you have
made. Amen.

+ MEAL +

DIALOG

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Congregation seated)



COMMUNION

The table of Holy Communion is inclusive, all people are welcome to receive this
free gift of God.  You will be invited by welcome team members to come forward
down the center aisle. Bread is distributed at the center, with gluten free options
at request.  Your choice of grape juice or wine is available to you as you move
toward either direction to return to your seats.  Baskets for your empty cups are

in the aisles as you return to your seats. If you need to have communion brought
to you, please let a welcome team member know and the pastor or the assisting

minister will commune you in your seat.

EUCHARISTIC INVITATION
P:  Since Jesus is the host of this meal, everyone is welcome around the table.

God declares to us a new thing: the salvation that is in our promised savior,
Jesus Christ. Come share in the feast of that promised salvation at the table of
new life. All is prepared for you.



COMMUNION HYMN

TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in God’s grace and peace now and forever.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Lord God, we give you thanks that you have fed us even now with the banquet
that is yet to come.  Keep us alert for signs of your presence in the world around
us.  Send us as healing oil and sheltering comfort to those in need, and make us
bold in testifying to the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BLESSING

P: God most high, God with us, God poured out on us, Father, + Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
A: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom
we wait.
C: Amen and Thanks be to God!



St Mark’s Lutheran Church
424 Hyde Park Avenue
Waukesha, WI  53188

262-547-8213

Pastor Andy Fetters (gopastorgo@gmail.com)
Deacon Marcia Marquardt (marcia1@wi.rr.com, 262-784-2062)
Music Director: Jennifer Manvilla
Assisting Minister: Lana DeCoto
Friday is Pastor Andy’s Sabbath rest.

Children are invited to Sunday School during worship (after the Experiential
Word) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. We also will have Sunday
School TODAY as the children prepare for their pageant on December 18.

Come to Coffee Hour and enjoy conversation with others in the fellowship
hall in the lower level after worship each Sunday.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Where to find information:
● Welcome2stmarks.com
● facebook.com/welcome2stmarks and Youtube.com (Search St. Mark’s

Waukesha)
● Church email address is: welcome2stmarks@gmail.com
● Bulletin/email blast announcements (contact Marcia at marcia1@wi.rr.com)
● Bimonthly Lookout Newsletter (contact Rene at

stmarkslookout@gmail.com)
● Prayer Chain Requests to Lana DeCoto at lrdecoto@gmail.com.

Meeting with Pastor Andy: After much prayer and discernment, Pastor Andy
is resigning as St Mark's pastor effective December 29.  He has accepted a
call to be the pastor for discipleship and faith formation at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church in Menomonee Falls.  His last worship service at St Mark's will be
Wednesday, December 28.  His last day in the office will be December 22.

Pastor Andy is providing space to meet up and say goodbye as he departs as
our pastor.  He will be hosting Meetups on Wednesdays, November
30-December 21 at 9:00-11:00am at Mountaintop Coffee, 363 W Main Street
and Thursdays, December 1-22 at 7:00-9:00pm at Raised Grain Brewing
Company, 1725 Dolphin Dr Ste B.

mailto:marcia1@wi.rr.com
mailto:marcia1@wi.rr.com


Farewell Potluck Lunch and Gift for Pastor Andy: The Council will host a
special, post-service meal after worship on December 18 to honor Pastor
Andy and celebrate all the many ways God has blessed us through his
ministry among us.  The main course will be provided with side dishes served
in the traditional Lutheran, potluck style.  Please save the date and plan to
attend.

There will be a special box at the ushers' station to collect donations toward a
farewell gift for Pastor to express our love and appreciation.  Please make
checks payable to St Mark's.  A separate box will also be available for any
personal cards you may wish to write.

Midweek Advent Worship: Slow down and spend time with Jesus through
Advent Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays, November 30-December 21
at 6:30-7:00pm in the sanctuary and on Facebook and YouTube Live.

Blue Christmas Service: Sometimes the joy and flurry of the Advent and
Christmas seasons cause us to feel hurts and losses more deeply in our
hearts and lives.  You are invited to the Blue Christmas Service on Tuesday,
December 13 at 11:30am in the sanctuary and on Facebook and YouTube
Live.  This Service acknowledges the losses that we all experience.  Through
Scripture, prayers, and candle lighting, we create a quiet space to connect
with God, prepare our hearts for Christ's birth, and give our hearts to God.  A
lunch in the fellowship hall will be served following the service.  All are
welcome!  For more information, contact the Care Ministry Team (Anne Link,
Deb Gerner, Mary Ann Sindelar, Mary Johnson, Mary Jo Christensen, and
Marilyn Timper).

Ruth Circle Christmas Potluck and Diaper Drive: Women are invited to the
Ruth Circle Christmas Potluck on Wednesday, December 14 at Noon at the
home of Mavis McGrath (S16 W32586 Luterbach Court in Delafield).  The
group will be contributing diapers (sizes 4, 5, or 6) and children's clothing (up
to size 3T) to the Women's Center and cleaning supplies for Hebron House.
RSVP to Mavis (262-968-3160).  The Diaper Drive is open to the entire
congregation.  Donations may be made December 11-14 and placed in the
coat area of the fellowship hall.

Sunday School Christmas Pageant coming December 18: Sunday School
students will present their pageant and help us prepare for Christ's birth in
worship on Sunday, December 18.

Cup of Comfort will not meet in December.



Thank you to the newly elected leaders!

For Council: Tammi Boehm, Dave Groenewold, & Frank Remfrey

For the Nominating Team: Chris Christensen,Tim Gregory, Lou Hernandez, &
Mary Ann Sindelar.

As Reps to Synod Assembly: Kelly Colgrove & Deb Gerner

Lessons and Carols on Sunday, January 1: Through Scripture and
Christmas carols, we will hear the promises and love of God fulfilled for us in
Jesus.  Pastor Diane Olson will lead this service.

Worship in January: Pastor Diane Olson will be preaching and leading
worship at St Mark’s in January.  In February, we might have an interim pastor
in place who will likely be with us for one-two years.  We will keep you posted
as we find out more information.

2023 Offering Envelopes: New 2023 Offering Envelopes will be ready for
you to pick up on Sunday, December 18 on a card table in the church lobby.
These envelopes are different from previous years.  They do not come in
boxes.  They will not have dates or household numbers on each envelope.

The Stewardship Team is making this change to improve the accuracy of our
giving records (we will be recording your gifts by your name, rather than a
household number), save a little money in the church budget, and reduce
waste.

Pick up as many envelopes as you wish.  They will be bundled in groups of
12, as well as a stack of individual envelopes.  You can pick up some now,
and replenish your supply from envelopes that will be available at the
Welcome Center throughout 2023. It's important that you write your name
on the envelope if you want us to keep a record of your giving.

Thank you for investing in God's mission and ministry in and through St
Mark's.

Thank You for the Christmas Decorating! Thanks to all who helped
decorate St Mark's and added beauty to honor Jesus in this holy season. A
special thanks to the Sunday School students who decorated the tree in the
fellowship hall.



NO Canned Goods in the Blessings Box: Because of freezing
temperatures, please do NOT place canned goods in the outdoor Blessings
Box.  Dry goods, like cereal, pasta, and rice, are fine throughout the winter.
Canned goods are still welcome in the basket by the elevator on the main
level.  These items are taken to the Salvation Army and Waukesha Food
Pantry.

“We Will Serve the Lord!”  Thank you to all who have returned 2023
Estimate of Giving cards! The total of pledged giving in 2023 is
$202,570. If you have not turned in an Estimate of Giving card and would like
to do so, please pick up a card at the Welcome Center and place in the
offering plate.  Together, we will serve the Lord!

Zoom Meeting Numbers:

Faith Formation Gatherings, including Bible Study Zoom:  817 7030 6574
Contact Pastor or Marcia for passcode.
Meetings Zoom:  823 2326 4353  Contact Pastor or Marcia for passcode.

For the Good of the Community
Opportunities for offering:
● Stock our Blessing Box with dry goods for our neighborhood needs.
● Drop off food for the Waukesha Food Pantry/Salvation Army in the basket

by elevator.
● Special Music (in-person or pre-recorded and shared in worship).

Opportunities for Mission:
● Help us Gather (Worship, Property, Finance)
● Help us Grow (small group ministries and faith formation)
● Help us Go (evangelism and community connections)



THIS WEEK AT ST MARK’S

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
● Sunday Worship at 9:30am on YouTube and Facebook Live and in the

sanctuary
● Diaper Drive December 11-14
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
● Quilters at 8:30am in fellowship hall
● Staff meeting at 11:00am
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 13
● Blue Christmas Service at 11:30am on YouTube and Facebook Live and in

the sanctuary, with lunch following in the fellowship hall
● Meetup with Pastor Andy at 7:00-9:00pm at Raised Grain Brewery

Company
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 14
● Meetup with Pastor Andy at 9:00-11:00am at Mountaintop Coffee
● Ruth Circle Christmas Lunch at Noon at Mavis McGrath’s home
● Bible Study at 3:45pm on Zoom:  817 7030 6574  Contact Marcia for

passcode.
● MIdweek Holden Evening Prayer Service at 6:30pm on YouTube and

Facebook Live and in the sanctuary
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
● Hybrid Bible Study at 10:00am in fellowship hall and on  Zoom:  817 7030

6574  Contact Marcia for passcode.
● Council dinner meeting at 6:00pm at Kelly Colgrove’s home
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
● Sunday Worship at 9:30am on YouTube and Facebook Live and in the

sanctuary
● Deacon Marcia Marquardt preaching
● Sunday School Christmas Pageant in worship service
● Farewell Potluck Lunch for Pastor Andy after worship in fellowship hall










