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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

H.O.P.E—Hold On, Pain Ends 

The start of Lent this year, Ash Wednesday, was marked by tragic deaths 
of another mass shooting in America. The following day, I officiated the 
funeral of a beloved 91 year old Saint.  This Ash Wednesday felt different 
to me, it had a more profound feeling this year.  So as we continue in the 
Lenten journey together and walk with Jesus to the cross, I am reminded 
of hope. 

Years ago, I attended the annual synod assembly.  At that assembly, I 
heard a woman speak of the deep pain she experienced in poverty, the 
inability to even feed her family, and some of the systems we have in place 
that prevented her from getting out of despair.  In her speech, she told us 
that through that difficulty she learned about H.O.P.E.  For her, H.O.P.E. 
meant Hold On, Pain Ends.  I have held onto this for a long while and I 
have shared it with a few people at appropriate times. 

I cannot think of anything more hopeful than that  
during this Lenten season.  As mass shootings pile up, 
my faith does not allow me to throw my hands up and 
declare that we are helpless to do anything about it.  
My faith looks to a Savior who overcame the violent 
nature of this world to give us peace (John 16:33).  
When we hear that Jesus set his face to Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:51), we understand that Christ himself would become vulnerable 
enough to the violence of this world.  He knew the cross awaited him. 

The season of Lent helps us experience a God who suffers with us.  The 
cross is the symbol of this suffering God.  Yet through that suffering, and 
finally, in resurrection, we experience hope.  As he continued to teach his 
disciples about the journey of the cross, the disciples continued to be  
mystified about Jesus’ claims of overcoming death. 

The apostle Paul reminds us that the root of all hope is rooted in suffering. 
“Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved 
privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward 
to sharing God’s glory.  We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems 
and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endur-
ance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confi-
dent hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead to disappointment.”  
Romans 5:2-5 

This Lenten season, ashes mark our foreheads to remind us of life’s  
fragility and that journey ends on Good Friday when we shout “Behold the 
life giving cross which hangs the Savior of the world.”  Or as someone else 
said much better - Hold On, Pain Ends. 

Through this Lenten journey, Pastor Andy 

Gathered together by God, to Grow and Go Out! 

The Lookout 
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RUTH CIRCLE 

Ruth Circle will meet on  
Wednesday, March 14 at  
1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
For our discussion, please read 
pages 55 thru 60 in our book, 
Moments of Grace for a Woman's 
Heart.  

Our hostesses are Mary Martinson and Sue Remfrey. 
Please let them know if you are (or are not) able to 
make it.  Any general questions? Please call Carole 
Wolter at 262-542-8807.   

Sharing Our Bounty 

MARCH—BIT O’ GREEN 

Share a “bit o’ green”!  Beans, peas, anything in green 
packages!  Look up and down the aisles and let’s use 
our imaginations as we look to share with the Food 
Pantry and Salvation Army — they appreciate all that 
we donate.   

THANKS TO ALL! 

“RESTORE & RENEW” - UPDATES 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support of  
St. Mark’s “RESTORE & RENEW” project! 

The Council approved Jim Plaster as Construction  
Manager, and Christine Fenner as Project Coordinator, 
for the construction phase of “Restore & Renew”. These 
are both volunteer positions. 

Meetings with vendors and signing of proposals is in 
progress.  Architectural drawings are being done for the 
permits needed from the Building Inspector.  Building 
permits are expected around March 1.  Work will then 
start on the Narthex ceiling. The old AC units will be  
removed by the end of February, allowing for a more 
complete opening of the Narthex ceiling vault.  

Roman Electric originally planned on retrofitting our  
existing ceiling lights in the Sanctuary. However, they 
have found a new dimmable, LED fixture that they can 
install for the same price. These are on order and will be 
installed in a couple of weeks. They will also be retrofit-
ting the front walkway lights with LED lights. Lighting in 
the Narthex will proceed after the ceiling is opened and 
the necessary framing and drywalling is done. 

Please contact Jim or Christine with any questions or 
concerns. 

WALK WITH JESUS:  
A Bilingual Good Friday  
Family Experience 

Experience the Holy Week story as a family on Friday, 
March 30 at 6:30-7:30 p.m.!  Travel to Jerusalem for 
Palm Sunday, sit down for the Last Supper, pray in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, discover the sacrifice of Good 
Friday, and celebrate freedom from our sins at the  
empty tomb that first Easter morning.   

All ages are welcome!  Invite friends to come, too! 

Interested in helping?  We’ll need people to lead and 
prepare stations, deliver fliers in the neighborhood, and 
welcome guests.  Contact Pastor or Marcia for more  
information. 

RESTORE & RENEW 
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ST. MARK’S SENIOR CONNECTION 

                                    Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

                                      10:45 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

                                LAUGHTER YOGA 
                                Instructor: Jenni Warren-Zielke 
 

Laughter Yoga is for adults to laugh for no reason.   
Breathe deeply and belly laugh!! 

ALL WHILE SITTING IN YOUR CHAIR. 

Note the new start time: 10:45 a.m. Yoga Laughter 
Followed by lunch and devotions. 

Questions? 
Contact Rockie Matson at #262-549-9192   

  CUP OF COMFORT 

   Thursday, March 8, 2018  

   10:00 A.M. 

All are welcome! 

You are invited to receive God’s comfort, feel the  
support of this fellowship, hear God’s promises  

to always be with us. 

Come and rest for a moment. 
Enjoy a cup of coffee and a cookie, too! 

 

Questions? Call Anne Link at #262-542-6517. 

Lookout Mailing 

Thank you to the following volunteers: 
Mary Jo Christensen, Roger & Darlene Bjerke, Delores 
Grulke, and Barb Ruhe 

Funerals 
The comfort of Jesus is shared with our members and 
their families who lost loved ones: 
 Pam Hebert and family in the death of her mother,  

Pat Simmerman  

Special Gifts 

Special gifts given this month by: Coffee Hour, Faith  
Fermenters, Men’s Breakfast, Ruth Circle, and Senior 
Connection     

Restore & Renew Giving Campaign 
Jessica Coss, Hannah & Rodney Brandenburg, Kevin & 
Laura Goralski, Janet Rake, Roger & Darlene Bjerke, 
James & Minda Portz, Anna Miller, Robert Solberg,  
Elwyn & Sandra Bischmann, Jim & Lynne Plaster 

Memorials 

In Memory of Mary Fiebrink: 
Sandra Bischmann, Roger & Darlene Bjerke, Chris & 
Mary Jo Christensen, Tom & Karen Handford, Terry & 
Donna Inman, Gerry & Mary Martinson, Mike & Mavis 
McGrath, Mary Ann Sindelar, John & Betty Thompson, 
Reinhard & Carole Wolter, Mark & Judy Bledsoe,  
Stephanie Broderick's Underwriting team at Liberty  
Mutual, Margaret & Michael Mayer  

In Memory of Ken Hollub: 
Earline Hollub 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Do you have a Prayer Chain request? Others will pray for 
you! Contact Sharon Collins at 262-385-7401 or email at 
prayerchain@welcome2stmarks.com. 

OIKOS 

You are invited to participate with our OIKOS communi-
ties in an exploration of our Jewish neighbor’s faith.   

We will head to congregation Emanu-el (830 West  
Moreland Blvd, Waukesha) for Sabbath (Friday night) 
evening service on Friday, March 9 at 6:45 p.m.  

Refreshments will follow the service and we can engage 
the Cantor or President of the congregation with ques-
tions.  We will be joining our brothers and sisters from 
E&R church for this faith exploration.  Please contact 
Pastor Andy if you have questions or plan on attending.  
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FROM DEACON MARCIA MARQUARDT 
“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom.”  Psalm 90:12 

Dear St. Mark’s Family and Friends, 

It was a Monday morning and I was already feeling  
behind.  I had begun a long list of things to do for the 
week ahead and was starting to feel the pressure of  
getting things done.  My husband was home sick that 
day.  I offered to run to the store to pick up anything he 
needed before I went to work, but I hoped that he would 
say “No.”  Sure enough, now I was standing in the  
medicine aisle of the grocery store looking up and down 
at the wide selection of products.   

How can they NOT have the cold medicine that he 
likes?!  Now I’ll have to stop at Walgreens, too!   

I hustled to the checkout with a few other items that we 
needed and was amazed that only one checkout was 
open.  There was a line of customers. 

Hurry!  Hurry!  Hurry! 

Finally, when it was my turn to check out, I saw that the 
person who was bagging the groceries was this sweet 
young woman who is always cheerful, but always SLOW. 

Hurry!  Hurry!  Hurry! 

I was just about ready to let out a deep sigh of frustra-
tion and maybe even roll my eyes, when I turned to 
God.  Why hadn’t I done that sooner?  As I turned to 
God, I sensed his whisper to me. 

This may be the most important thing you do today!  
Don’t miss it! 

Wow!  I slowed down.  I looked at the young woman 
bagging my groceries and smiled at her.  Instead of a 
sigh of frustration, I offered her a warm greeting.  Then 
I headed to Walgreens, delivered the items back home 
to my husband, and made it right on time for a meeting 
at work. 

Lent is a great time for us to slow down and listen to 
God.  The psalmist writes, “Teach us to number our 
days.”  Teach us to value our time from God’s  
perspective and not miss the opportunities that he  
places before us. 

Lord, thank you for your reminders to 
slow down and do the things that are 
important to you.  Keep our eyes on you 
and open our heart to your whispers.  
Amen. 

As always, I’d love to get to know you 
better.  Stop me at church or contact me to sit down for 
a conversation.   

In His Service, Marcia 

THANK YOU RENE BJERKE!    
“THE LOOKOUT” NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Thank you to Rene Bjerke for offering to become the 
new editor for “The Lookout” newsletter.  What an awe-
some gift of her talent to support the ministries of St. 
Mark’s.  Rene will be taking over in the next month or 
two.  You can still send your articles and information for 
The Lookout each month to the following email:  
lookout@welcome2stmarks.com. 

THANK YOU RENE!   

EASTER GARDEN 

You will again have an opportunity to help beautify our 
sanctuary with flowers for Easter.  Envelopes with  
details are in the pews.  Deadline for ordering is  
March 11. 
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LITTLE LIBRARY 

Our “Little Library” is in need 
of books and children’s 
DVDs.  There is a box in the 
cloak room to put them in.   

There has been a lot of  
usage in the last several 
weeks. 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 

St. Mark’s offers free, confidential blood pressure checks 
on the third Sunday of the month.  In order to continue 
this service, we need trained volunteers to serve on a 
rotating basis.  If you can help out, please contact  
Rockie Matson for details.  If you have done this in the 
past and wish to continue, please let Rockie know that 
as well at #262-549-9192 or matsonret@att.net.   

Pastor Andy will host open office hours on Wednesdays 
from 9:00—11:30 a.m. at Roots Café in downtown 
Waukesha, located at 363 West Main Street. 

Please drop by to say hello, ask any pressing questions, 
have a cup of coffee, or simply check in. 

BINGO AT LINDEN GROVE 

You are invited to help host Bingo at Linden Grove  
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center on Tuesday, April 17 
at 2:15 p.m.  You can share the love of Jesus and bring 
joy and smiles to the residents there!   

We will meet on the second floor at Linden Grove (425 
University Drive in Waukesha).  Please bring prizes and 
sugar-free cookies.   

Sign up in the church lobby.  Contact Darlene Bjerke 
#262-549-0359 for more information. 

FAITH FERMENTERS 

A Lenten practice of ‘drinking beer’?   
March 10 at 9:30 a.m. 

Did you know that Belgian monks are responsible  
for the addition of hops in beer?  Did you know that 
monasteries in the middle ages sold beer as a way of 
keeping ministries going?  Did you know that beer drink-
ing was part of fasting for monks during Lent?   

You are invited to brew with us and discover the faithful 
practices that mirrored faith communities around  
fermented beverages. 

March 25—PALM SUNDAY 

Worship at 9:30 a.m.—Come early to get some palms 
before we process into church. 

March 28—NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

March 29—MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Worship with foot washing at 7:00 p.m. 

March 30—GOOD FRIDAY 
Worship at noon. 

Walk with Jesus at 6:30 p.m.   
A bilingual family experience! 

April 1—EASTER 

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
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LISTENING SESSIONS 
Two more listening sessions will be 
coming to St. Mark’s.  Last year, St. 
Mark’s applied for and received a grant 
to have the Ziedler Center for Public 
Discussion help us begin the process of listening to one 
another. We’ll have TWO more opportunities to partici-
pate in a range of topics.  Stay tuned for more details in 
upcoming issues.   

We look forward to this as a healthy approach to listen-
ing to one another.  Psalm 40:1 reminds us “I waited 
patiently for the Lord, and the Lord heard my cry.” TREASURER’S REPORT—Thru Jan 31st 

Total Income  $30,650 
Total Expense    -34,814 

      Net       $  (4,164) 

While January offerings are a bit low when compared 
with expenses, the January weather has been a factor 
in lower attendance and, therefore, in offerings.  

Thank you all for what you do for St. Mark's in support 
of the Lord's work. 

Marilyn Timper, Treasurer 

BIBLE STUDY: 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Dig into the worship Scriptures for the upcoming Sunday 
and apply principles to your life.   

There are TWO options: 

Wednesdays at 3:30-5:00 p.m.  OR 

 Thursdays at 10:00-11:30 a.m.   

 Please note that there is NO Bible Study on 
March 28 & 29. 

Each week Marcia Marquardt offers some background 
information to help the group understand what is hap-
pening in the text.  She asks questions that lead a  
discussion to discover and apply principles for living.   

No Bible experience necessary!  Some people are quiet 
and some discuss.  Some come every week and some 
come when they can.  All are welcome!  

SAVE THE DATE! 
St. Mark’s annual blood 
drive will be held on  
Monday, May 7 from 
1:30—6:30 p.m.   

Plan your next donation so 
you will be eligible on this 
date.  Watch for sign-ups 
right after Easter. 

SENIOR CONNECTION 
MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION! 

February 13, 2018 
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SPECIAL MUSIC 

Mar 4   St. Mark’s Singers 

Mar 11   Chad Anderson 

Mar 18   St. Mark’s Singers 

Mar 25   Erin Doherty 

———————————————— 

Apr 8 Tim Milo & Barb Geiger 

Apr 15 Brenda Megna 

Apr 22 Erin Colgrove 

Apr 29 Amelia Anderson 


