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+ GATHERING +
CALL AND RESPONSE

P: Keep your lamps trimmed and burning.
C: Jesus Christ will soon be among us.
P: We do not know the day or the hour.
C: We will watch and be ready.



GATHERING HYMN



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: We confess our sins before God and one another.

~Pause for silence and reflection~

God of grace and mercy,
C: We admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we have
caused harm to others through our actions and through our failure to act.
Give us the humility to accept our failings and make things right where we
can. Forgive us and help us to forgive ourselves.
P: Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In that love God
forgives you all your sin, for the sake of our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Share a sign of peace with your neighbor expressing God’s peace.
If you are joining us for worship online, please share a sign of peace in the
comments section of the live stream.



HYMN OF PRAISE

GREETING
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: God of promise, we wait for the time when all the world shall know your perfect
peace and justice, and you shall reign over all creation in love. Keep us alert and
active in your work while we wait, in Jesus name.
C: Amen.

+ WORD +

THE EXPERIENTIAL WORD

FIRST READING: Psalm 43:3-4

3 Send out your light and your truth; let them guide me.
Let them lead me to your holy mountain, to the place where you live.

4 There I will go to the altar of God, to God—the source of all my joy.
I will praise you with my harp, O God, my God!

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION



SECOND READING: Matthew 25:1-13

“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4
but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When the
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming!
Come out and meet him!’

7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five foolish
ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are
going out.’

9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and
buy some for yourselves.’

10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 11
Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling,
‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’

12 “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’

13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my
return.

A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Pastor Kris Ertl

A brief silence follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY



APOSTLES’ CREED

A: Let us profess our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We offer prayers during this time of meditation and singing. As a way of
practicing our faith, you are invited to offer ways in which you experience the
seeking and granting of forgiveness during the prayers of the people. If you have
prayers you would like to have offered up during this time, please place names
and concerns in the prayer request box prior to the hymn of the day. If you are
joining us for worship online please begin typing names in the comment section
so we might pray continuously during worship. We will sing the song responsively
after each petition is offered.



LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



MISSION MOMENT AND OFFERING We give thanks for our continued offerings
that invest in God’s work in and through St Mark’s. You may mail your offering to
church (424 Hyde Park Ave Waukesha WI 53188); if you prefer to give digitally,
follow this link. If you’d like to text your contribution, please use this
number: (262) 383-2338. We are very grateful for all your offerings and give
thanks to God, the giver of all things.

OFFERTORY SONG

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: God, you have showered us with abundance. Keep us ever mindful of the
needs of others, that we might be inspired to share what we have. We offer now
these gifts to your good work in the world. Accept them for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our savior. Amen.

https://stmarkslutheran.breezechms.com/give/online


+ MEAL +

DIALOG

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of
baptism,we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C: Amen

COMMUNION

The table of Holy Communion is inclusive, all people are welcome to receive this free
gift of God. You will be invited by welcome team members to come forward down the
center aisle. Bread is distributed at the center, with gluten free options at request. Your
choice of grape juice or wine is available to you as you move toward either direction to
return to your seats. Baskets for your empty cups are in the aisles as you return to

your seats. If you need to have communion brought to you, please let a welcome team
member know and the pastor or the assisting minister will commune you in your seat.



EUCHARISTIC INVITATION
P: Since Jesus is the host of this meal, everyone is welcome around the table.

Jesus comes to us where we are, and calls us into the wedding banquet that has
no end. Come and share in the feast of rich foods, and be satisfied, for all is
made ready.



COMMUNION HYMN

TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in God’s grace and peace now and forever.
C: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen

BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father,☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.



St Mark’s Lutheran Church
424 Hyde Park Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53188

262-547-8213

Deacon: Marcia Marquardt (marcia1@wi.rr.com, 262-784-2062)
Music Director: Jennifer Manvilla
Assisting Minister: Lana DeCoto

Worship and Spiritual Care in March: Pastor Diane Olson will continue
preaching and leading worship at St Mark’s March 5, 12, and 26. Pastor Kris
Ertl will preach and lead worship on March 19. If you need spiritual care,
contact Deacon Marcia Marquardt (262-784-2062).

Children are invited to Sunday School during worship (after the Experiential
Word) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

Come to Coffee Hour and enjoy conversation with others in the fellowship
hall in the lower level after worship each Sunday.

Today we welcome a Mission Moment special Lenten offering
presentation by Candice Strong of Trisha’s Troops Cancer Connection.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Where to find information:
● Welcome2stmarks.com
● facebook.com/welcome2stmarks and Youtube.com (Search St. Mark’s

Waukesha)
● Church email address is: welcome2stmarks@gmail.com
● Bulletin/email blast announcements (contact Marcia at marcia1@wi.rr.com)
● Bimonthly Lookout Newsletter (contact Rene at

stmarkslookout@gmail.com)
● Prayer Chain Requests to Lana DeCoto at lrdecoto@gmail.com.

mailto:marcia1@wi.rr.com
mailto:marcia1@wi.rr.com


Lent invites us to slow down for 40 days to reflect, turn to God, and pray. The
season prepares us to observe and appreciate the gift of Jesus' death and
resurrection for us. You are invited to these opportunities to draw near to God
during this season:

● A Special Lenten Offering to help people in our community. The offering
will be divided equally between these three organizations: Trisha's Troops
Cancer Connection (provides financial assistance, service coordination
and supportive care to cancer patients throughout Southeast Wisconsin),
Donna Lexa Art Center (provides creative opportunities for teens and
adults with disabilities, mental illness, PTSD, and Alzheimer's disease in
Waukesha & Milwaukee counties), and Community Smiles Dental
(provides dental care for those experiencing poverty or having
state-insurance). Make checks payable to St Mark's Lutheran Church
with "Lenten special offering" on the memo line.

● Midweek Lenten Prayer Services on Wednesdays in March at Noon
(please note the new time!) in person and live stream on Facebook and
YouTube. This week Deacon Marcia Marquardt will share the devotion,
Giving Up Feelings of Inadequacy In Order to Take Up God’s Strength to
Serve.

● Dwell In The Word small groups will help you connect God's Word to
your heart and life. Dwelling In The Word is an ancient way of reading
Scriptures that helps us develop a willingness to be shaped and
transformed by Scriptures as we reflect and share. Small groups will
gather for 30 minutes. You can attend once, a few times, or every time. No
Bible experience necessary. Choose a time that works for you: Tuesdays,
February 21-March 28 at Noon on Zoom with Betty Groenewold
(bjgroenewold@gmail.com, 414-418-6086), Thursdays, February
23-March 30 at 6:00pm on Zoom with Susan Cyr
(susan.cyr13@gmail.com, 414-254-7466), or Fridays, February 24-March
31 at 1:00pm in person with Karen Handford
(handfordkaren@hotmail.com, 262-565-3770) in fellowship hall. Sign up
by contacting the small group leader or just come! Zoom: 817 7030
6574 Contact Marcia for passcodes.



Holy Week Worship: Journey to the cross and the empty tomb. Maundy
Thursday Worship on April 6 at 6:30pm. Good Friday Worship on April 7 at
Noon. Easter Worship on April 9 at 9:30am.

New Quarterly Devotions Available: Pick up a FREE copy of the quarterly
devotion, The Word in Season at the church entrances and the Little Library
(near the lower entrance) and Blessing Box (near the main entrance). It's a great
way to stay connected to God.

St Mark's 75th Anniversary Celebration: Join us on Sunday, April 30th to
celebrate with a special 9:30 am – Worship Service with Bishop Paul Erickson
and a light luncheon to follow. The church will have historical photos and
memorabilia for viewing throughout the church in the weeks leading up to the
celebration. We invite all members and friends, past and present, to
commemorate God’s faithfulness with us. Sign up in church for luncheon by
April 15th or call the Church office at 262-547-8213 or email at:
welcome2stmarks@gmail.com. Please leave a message with your name, phone
number and number of guests attending. Any questions, please contact: Mavis
McGrath mavismcgrath65@gmail.com.



Thanks to Our 2023 Leaders!

Council: Gene Geiger (president), Susan Cyr, Frank Remfrey, Cathy
Hernandez, Dave Groenewold, Sandy Solberg, Tammi Boehm, and Kristine
Anderson

Nominating Team: Lou Hernandez (team leader), Chris Christensen, Tim
Gregory, & Mary Ann Sindelar.

Mutual Ministry: Sue Remfrey (team leader), Deb Gerner, Kevn Goralski, &
Jeannie Stickles

Zoom Meeting Numbers:

Faith Formation Gatherings, including Bible Study Zoom: 817 7030 6574
Church Meetings Zoom: 823 2326 4353 Contact Marcia for passcodes.

For the Good of the Community
Opportunities for offering:
● Stock our Blessing Box with dry goods for our neighborhood needs.
● Drop off food for the Waukesha Food Pantry/Salvation Army in the basket

by elevator.
● Special Music (in-person or pre-recorded and shared in worship).

Opportunities for Mission:
● Help us Gather (Worship, Property, Finance)
● Help us Grow (small group ministries and faith formation)
● Help us Go (evangelism and community connections)



THIS WEEK AT ST MARK’S
SUNDAY, MARCH 19
● Worship at 9:30am on YouTube and Facebook Live and in the sanctuary
● Sunday School
● Presentation by Candice Strong of Trisha’s Troops Cancer Connection
MONDAY, MARCH 20
● Quilters at 8:30am in fellowship hall
● Finance team at 7:00pm on Zoom: 823 2326 4353 Contact Marcia for

passcode
TUESDAY, MARCH 21
● Dwell In The Word small group with Betty Groenewold at Noon on Zoom:

817 7030 6574 Contact Marcia for passcode
● Dart Ball at 7:00pm in fellowship hall
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
● Midweek Lenten Prayer Service at Noon on YouTube and Facebook Live

and in the sanctuary
● Mary Martinson sharing devotion: Giving Up Resentment In Order to Take

Up Mercy
● Bible Study at 3:45pm on Zoom: 817 7030 6574 Contact Marcia for

passcode
● St Mark’s Team Serving Meal at Hope Center at 5:00-7:00pm
THURSDAY, MARCH 23
● Hybrid Bible Study at 10:00am in fellowship hall and on Zoom: 817 7030

6574 Contact Marcia for passcode
● Dwell In The Word small group with Susan Cyr at 6:00pm on Zoom: 817

7030 6574 Contact Marcia for passcode
FRIDAY, MARCH 24
● Dwell In The Word small group with Karen Handford at 1:00pm in

fellowship hall
SUNDAY, MARCH 26
● Sunday Worship at 9:30am on YouTube and Facebook Live and in the

sanctuary
● Pastor Diane Olson preaching










